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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Watford. 

September  1973. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  — 

the  Urban  District  Council  Of  Bushey 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Chorleywood 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Rickmansworth  and 
the  Rural  District  Council  of  Watford 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Vital  statistics 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  combined  districts  were  generally  satisfactory  in  1972  compared 
with  national  statistics  and  the  rate  of  infectious  disease  was  low. 

Self-induced 

disease 

However,  the  national  statistics  themselves  are  not  entirely  satisfactory  in  respect  of 
preventable  deaths,  that  is  to  say  many  of  the  deaths  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
coronary  heart  disease.  Both  of  these  conditions  are  diseases  of  civilisation.  It  has  been 
said  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  expenditure  on  the  National  Health  Service  could  be 
saved  or  diverted  if  the  population  could  be  persuaded  not  to  smoke  (and  thus  avoid  lung 
cancer  and  chronic  bronchitis)  and  if  at  the  same  time  men  could  be  convinced  that 
regular  exercise  and  avoidance  of  over-eating  and  stress  would  reduce  the  risks  of  coronary 
disease  Health  and  disease  are  no  longer  a  simple  matter  of  the  doctor  curing  the  illness 
because  the  two  conditions  I  have  mentioned  are  self-induced  and  the  only  way  to  reduce 
the  incidence  is  by  informing  the  population  and  hoping  that  the  message  gets  through. 

We  have  seen  how  ineffective  the  anti-smoking  campaigns  have  been  on  the  adult  popu¬ 
lation  and  our  hope  is  now  that  health  education  at  younger  ages  will  have  a  sufficient 
carry-through  to  later  life.  In  1973  it  is  hoped  to  start  an  anti-coronary  campaign  with 
the  intention  of  warning  people  of  the  factors  contributing  to  the  illness  so  that  they  can 
take  their  own  action. 

Reorganisation 
of  the  National 
Health  Service 

Preparations  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  have  been  proceeding 
throughout  the  year  and  on  April  1st,  1974  public  health  services,  with  the  exception  of 
environmental  health  services,  will  be  administered  by  the  National  Health  Service.  This 
will  mean  that  local  authorities  will  no  longer  appoint  medical  officers  of  health  and  that 
the  functions  at  present  performed  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  will  be  taken  over  by 
the  community  physician.  I  hope  that  the  warm  and  cordial  relationship  which  I  have 
enjoyed  with  members  in  the  past  will  continue  under  the  new  arrangement. 

Personal  Health 

Services 

The  report  this  year  again  includes  an  account  of  some  of  the  functions  which  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  South  West  Hertfordshire  Health  Executive  and  in  it  I  make  reference 
to  the  problems  facing  the  community  in  respect  of  the  elderly  mentally  confused,  the 
young  chronic  sick  and  alcoholism. 

I  am  grateful  to  members  of  the  council,  fellow  chief  officers  and  colleagues  in  public 
health,  hospital  and  general  practice  for  much  help,  courtesy  and  consideration  through¬ 
out  the  year,  I  am  especially  grateful  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  various 
districts  for  their  unfailing  help,  courtesy  and  diligence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
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Your  obedient  Servant 

A  SHAW 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

There  were  1,419  births  to  mothers  in  the  combined  districts  compared  with  1,369  in  197 1. 
65  or  5%  of  all  births  were  illegitimate.  The  proportion  of  babies  born  at  home  has  grad 
ually  fallen  over  the  years  to  4,7%  in  Bushey,  8.1%  in  Chorleywood,  9.8%  in  Rickmansworth 
and  11.1%  in  Watford  Rural  District.  The  opening  of  the  Shrodells  Maternity  Wing  in  1968 
has  had  a  considerable  effect  in  raising  the  hospital  confinement  rate.  There  is  now  hardly 
any  reason  except  personal  preference  for  home  confinement  but  hospital  delivery  is  far  to 
be  preferred  on  the  grounds  of  safety,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  too  far  distant 
when  we  have  a  100%  hospital  confinement  rate. 

Infant 

mortality 

There  were  16  deaths  of  infants  below  the  age  of  1  year  in  1972.  Half  of  the  deaths  occurred 
during  the  first  week  of  life  and  were  due  mainly  to  prematurity.  Causes  of  infant  deaths  are 
shown  in  Table  IV. 

Perinatal 

mortality 

There  were  18  stillbirths  and  if  the  stillbirths  and  the  infant  deaths  during  the  first  week  are 
taken  together  this  gives  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  of  18  per  1,000  births,  live  and  still  The 
perinatal  mortality  rate  is  a  sensitive  indication  of  maternal  and  child  health  because  the 
same  causes  operate  to  cause  early  neonatal  death  as  cause  stillbirths. 

Death  Rate 

There  were  1,1 16  deaths  and  the  crude  death  rate  for  the  area  was  9.4  per  1,000.  Again  a 
high  proportion  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  ischaemic  heart  disease  and  cerebrovascular 
disease. 

Cancer 

Nearly  a  quarter  (77)  of  all  the  cancer  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  No  impression 
on  the  soaring  national  rate  has  been  made  by  health  education  measures,  including  warning 
on  cigarette  packets.  A  league-table  of  tar  contents  of  various  cigarettes  has  been  published 
by  the  Government  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  companies  manufacturing  low  tar- 
content  cigarettes  are  having  good  sales  but  if  past  experience  is  any  guide  this  will  be  a 
temporary  phenomenon.  There  were  28  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  breast  and  6  from  cancer 
of  the  uterus;  no  separate  figures  are  available  for  cervical  cancer  Death  rates  from  cancer 
of  the  breast  have  been  showing  an  upward  trend  for  the  past  10  years.  Cancer  of  the  cervix 
on  the  other  hand,  has  had  a  death  rate  in  Hertfordshire  which  has  been  stationary  for  the 
past  10  years. 

Ischaemic  heart 
disease 

There  were  240  deaths  from  ischaemic  heart  disease,  4  below  the  age  of  45  and  70  below  the 
age  of  65.  The  interaction  of  causes  of  ischaemic  heart  disease  is  complex  but  at  least  four 
preventable  factors  have  been  identified  and  these  are  smoking,  obesity,  physical  inactivity 
and  stress.  All  are  susceptible  to  health  education  measures  and  a  “coronary-prevention 
programme”  is  to  be  started  in  the  area  in  1973. 

Cerebrovascular 

disease 

Stroke  caused  159  deaths,  mainly  in  the  over  65  age  group , 

Other  causes 

There  were  16  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  3 1  from  other  accidents.  There 
were  5  deaths  from  suicide  and  other  self-inflicted  injuries.  Tables  VI  and  VII  show  the 
causes  of  deaths  up  to  the  age  of  65  Tables  in  the  sections  dealing  with  the  district 
concerned  give  detailed  breakdowns  of  causes  of  deaths  in  each  district 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles 

The  measles  situation  was  most  unsatisfactory  with  161  cases  notified  as  against  179  last 
year.  A  high  proportion  of  the  cases  were  in  the  infant  school  age  group.  The  indications 
are  that  1973  will  show  a  higher  incidence  than  1972  and  that  a  return  to  measles  periodicity 
is  imminent  The  uptake  of  measles  vaccination  by  parents  for  their  children  is  not  as  high 
as  is  needed  to  eliminate  the  disease  altogether.  Undoubtedly  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  vaccine  causes  symptoms  in  a  proportion  of  children  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  solution 
to  the  eradication  of  measles  lies  in  the  development  of  an  improved  vaccine 

Rubella 

As  I  mentioned  in  the  1971  report  arrangements  were  made  for  rubella  vaccine  to  be  offered 
to  people  at  special  risk,  e,g.  teachers.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange  blood  tests  to  ascertain 
whether  prospective  recipients  of  the  vaccine  were  already  immune  because  the  vaccine 
occasionally  causes  reactions  in  adults.  In  the  event,  four-fifths  of  those  tested  already  had 
antibodies  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  vaccinate  them.  The  remaining  one-fifth  of  the  total 
were  given  appointments  one  month  ahead  so  that  there  could  be  no  possibility  of  vaccinating 
a  pregnant  woman. 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

A  recrudescence  of  infective  hepatitis  at  Leavesden  Hospital  raised  the  number  of  cases 
notified,  25  in  1971  to  69  in  1972.  There  were  only  1 1  cases  in  the  community  at  large, 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  23  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  1972  as  compared  with  14  in  1971  17  were 

of  the  lungs  and  6  were  non-pulmonary. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  10  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  from  which  five  different  types  of  salmonellae 
were  isolated.  Some  of  the  infections  were  contracted  in  this  country  but  there  were  others 
where  the  organism  was  acquired  abroad,  A  large  proportion  of  our  food  poisoning  does, 
in  fact,  come  from  abroad  and  as  long  as  holidays  are  taken  in  foreign  countries  with  standards 
of  hygiene  inferior  to  our  own  there  is  an  ever-present  risk  of  serious  and  sometimes  fatal 
illness.  Travellers  returning  from  abroad  who  become  ill  should  immediately  consult  their 
medical  adviser.  People  travelling  abroad  especially  in  Mediterranean  and  North  African 
countries  should  be  encouraged  to  observe  simple  rules  of  hygiene,  i  e.  never  drink  raw  water 
or  raw  milk,  avoid  salads  and  eat  meat  welfcooked. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  B  R.  Eaton,  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  Dr.  P.  Watney  Roe,  Chest  Physician,  for  their  co-operation,  help  and  advice 
during  the  year.  Dr.  C,  Karran,  who  for  many  years  was  physician  for  infectious  diseases 
at  Watford  General  Hospital,  has  retired  and  our  thanks  and  best  wishes  go  with  him, 

Dr.  J.  C  Farrow  has  assumed  responsibility  for  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  and  we 
welcome  him  and  look  forward  to  a  fruitful  co-operation. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
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COMPARISON  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  HERTFORD  AND  ENGLAND  &  WALES 
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(Tables  in  the  reports  of  individual  districts  show  comparable  figures 
for  that  district  alone). 


TABLE  IV 


MAIN  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  1972 


Cause  of  death 

Bushey 

Chorleywood 

Rickmansworth 

Watford  R.D.C. 

TOTAL 

Benign  and  unspecified 
.  neoplasms 

1 

" 

“ 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

" 

. 

1 

1 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult 
labour,  etc. 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Other  causes,  mainly 
prematurity 

. 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

3 

1 

3 

9 

16 

TABLE  V 

SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  -  ALL  AGES  WITH  SPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO 
CANCER  AND  CORONARY  THROMBOSIS 


Cause  of  death 

Bushey 

Chorleywood 

Rickmansworth 

Watford  R.D.C. 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

CANCER 

Lungs,  bronchus 

11 

5 

4 

1 

16 

4 

28 

8 

77 

Breast 

- 

6 

- 

2 

- 

6 

- 

14 

28 

Uterus 

- 

1 

- 

1 

” 

1 

- 

3 

6 

Other  types 

21 

9 

4 

6 

21 

9 

32 

34 

136 

ISCHAEMIC  HEART 
DISEASE 

32 

18 

8 

2 

44 

26 

60 

50 

240 

DEATHS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

2 

i 

. 

1 

3 

4 

5 

16 

OTHER  CAUSES 

1  —  over  75 

52 

57 

17 

20 

68 

89 

119 

191 

613 

Total  deaths  — 
all  causes 

118 

97 

33 

33 

152 

135 

243 

305 

215 

66 

287 

548 

1,116 

TABLE  VI 


DEATHS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  1-44  YEARS 


Cause 

Bushey 

Chorleywood 

Rickmansworth 

Watford  R.D.C. 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

Cancer 

Lungs 

1 

- 

» 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Breast 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

10 

Benign  and  unspecified 

neoplasms 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Endocrine  diseases 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

* 

4 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

6 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

system 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

8 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction 

and  hernia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  digestive  system 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

8 

All  other  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

7 

Suicide 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

... 

- 

1 

All  other  external  causes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  1 

* 

- 

3 

1 1 

3 

1 

4  7 

29 

14 

69 

14 

1 

11 

43 

(Tables  in  the  reports  of  individual  districts  show  a 
breakdown  of  causes  of  deaths  in  that  district  alone.) 
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TABLE  VII 

DEATHS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  45-64  YEARS 


Cause 

Bushey 

Chorleywood 

Rickmansworth 

Watford  R.D.C, 

1 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

1 

1 

Cancer 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

5 

3 

1  1 

6 

3 

12 

2 

33 

Breast 

4 

1 

5 

8 

18 

Uterus 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Other 

4 

2 

1  3 

8 

3 

5 

11 

37 

Diabetes  melletus 

. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Anaemias 

- 

1 

1 

Multiple  sclerosis 

- 

* 

1 

2 

3 

Diseases— nervous  system 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

16 

4 

1 

16 

2 

20 

5 

64 

Other  heart  disease 

» 

1 

- 

3 

4 

Hypertensive  diseases 

‘ 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

14 

Other  diseases  of 
circulatory  system 

i  ■ 

2 

1 

4 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

4 

7 

14 

Bronchitis  &  emphysema 

2 

1 

- 

2 

3 

5 

13 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

- 

- 

1  " 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction 
and  hernia 

- 

- 

- 

1  - 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

- 

. 

-  1 

1 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  genito 
urinary  system 

*  1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  musculo¬ 
skeletal  system 

1  1 

" 

1  - 

3 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

* 

2 

2 

Disease— skin— sub  cutaneous 

tissue 

- 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1  ” 

4 

Other  accidents 

1 

1 

. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Suicide 

* 

- 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  external  causes 

- _ 

* 

1 

- 

L _  1 

34 

15 

6  7 

42 

26 

59 

59 

248 

49 

_ 

13 

68 

118 

13 


TABLE  VIII 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1972 
(1971  figures  in  brackets) 


Disease 

Bushey 

Chorleywood 

Rickmansworth 

Watford  R.D.C. 

TOTAL 

Measles 

6 

(8) 

33 

(13) 

75 

(67) 

47  (91) 

161  (179) 

Whooping  Cough 

4  (6) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

2  (15) 

9 

(24) 

Scarlet  Fever 

3  (4) 

- 

1 

(1) 

7  (13) 

11 

(18) 

Dysentery 

-  (5) 

- 

- 

13 

(7) 

13 

(12) 

Food  Poisoning 

(6) 

2 

5 

0) 

4 

(5) 

11 

(12) 

Infective  Hepatitis 

8 

(4) 

- 

3 

(1) 

58  (20) 

69 

(25) 

Encephalitis— Post 
infectious 

_ 

_  _ 

_  _ 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

2 

(1) 

1 

0) 

4 

(5) 

10  (11) 

17 

(18) 

Other 

1 

(1) 

- 

1 

4 

(1) 

6 

(2) 

24 

(35) 

37 

(16) 

91 

(76) 

146  (165) 

298  (292) 

Age  distributions  for  the  various  diseases 
are  included  in  reports  of  individual  districts. 
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BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1972/73 

Councillor  M.  A.  Colin  (Chairman) 

J.  Casey 

M.  D.  Colne 

Mrs.  M.P.V.Mijovic 

D.K.Rebak 

A.M.Soanes 

J.Tique 

P.H.Wyatt 


STAFF 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  A.  C.  F.  GISBORNE 

Cert. Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Joint  Board;  Cert.Inspn.  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods. 

SENIOR  ASSISTANT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  A.  G.  BUTTERFIELD 

Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. 

C.  HUDSON 

Dip.  P.H.I.E.B;  Dip. Atmospheric  Pollution 
A.  R.  PADDINGTON  (Resigned  April  1972) 
MRS.  M.  NAGELE 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY 
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TABLE  I  (B) 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

1972 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water)  . 

3,866  acres 

Highest  point  —  London  Road  at  southern  boundary 

506.7  feet 

Lowest  point  —  Near  River  Colne 

172.2  feet 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

24,690 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ..  ..  . . 

7,986 

Rateable  value 

£2,216,771 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  . 

£38,000 

Average 

(1962/71) 

Number  of  births  ..  ..  . . . 

348 

388 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

14.1 

16.2 

Area  comparability  factor  ..  ..  . 

0.94 

- 

Standardised  birth  rate  ..  ..  . . . 

13.3 

15.3 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  ..  ..  ..  . . 

15 

20 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  ..  ..  . . 

4 

5 

Number  of  deaths  ..  . 

215 

202 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

8.7 

8.4 

Area  comparability  factor  . . 

1.15 

- 

Standardised  death  rate  ..  ..  . 

10.0 

9.9 

Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  o,rer  deaths  in  year) 

133 

186 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

3 

5 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  . . 

9 

12.6 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  month . 

- 

3 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  per  1,000  live  births) 

8.7 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  . . 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

* 

3 

per  1 ,000  live  births) . . 

- 

8.2 

Number  of  stillbirths 

7 

4 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  births,  live  and  still) 

20 

9.6 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  early  neonatal  deaths) 

20 

17.6 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VARIOUS  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  1962-71 
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DEATHS  1972 


&> 

bO 

< 


u 

(D 

Ub  > 

o 


4>  w, 

a;  -a  « 
D  C  ® 
^  3  >> 

-a-  =8  ~ 


,  09 

4)  ~f" 

•o  8 

=1 


X 

<D 

CO 


cd 

<L> 

73 

<4-. 

O 


3 

CO 

U 


I  I  0 


»— i  i  (N  i-H  (  i  i  i-H  ,  |  ,  »— h  i  (N  *-h  ,  O  CO  r- 


CO  C  to  (N  , 


I  Tj-  CO 


8  I  I  (N  |  I 


»-H  I  lO  in  I 


,  uo  <N  ,  CO 


CN 


it  it  ii  ^  i  iii 


.  Tt  ^0 


8  I  8 


II  II  II  II  II  II  01  II 


CN 


i  i  i 


I  II  I  I  II  II  II  II  10  II  II  II  ^  I  II 


B  9  It  II  61  I  6  II  II 


I  I  II  II  II  II  II  I 


0  I  II  II  01  I  I  II  II  II  II  10  II  II  II  01  00 


I  I  01  II  01  I  I  II  CO 


I  II  II  I 


I  II  II  II  II 


•  0  II  II  II  0  I  II  II  II  II  II  II  10  II  II  II 


®  I  II  II  II  I  I  II  II  I  II  II  II 


I  I  I 


•  I  II  II  II 


I  II  II  II  II  II  II  II  II  II  10 


.  CN  in  CN  IT)  iVO^CNCOi  *-*  m  •  ,CO  .  ^  CO  ^  ^  CO  CN  I  (N  OO  OO 

i-H  1— <  CO  1—7 


Sn,  Sul,  Su<  tu  S  S  &«  Sfc  S  u,  S  &«  SUh  Sfa  Sfc  S  Pc  Sn 


C/3 

S3 

CCS 

X 

CL, 

o 

C/3 

<D 

o 


C/3 

<33 

El, 

o 

a> 

c 

+-* 

c 

173 

CJ 

OJJ 

•iH 

E 

s 


<u 

e 

00 

<L> 


6 

c/3 

cd 

H 

o 

<u 

d 

4-» 

d 

cd 

d 

OX) 

*cd 

s 


on 

S3 

X 

o 

c 

o 

Vh 

X) 

cuo 

c 

S3 


c/3 

o3 

E, 

o 

a> 

c 

+-* 

c 

03 

q 

•£f 

E 

s 


c/3 

e 

C/3 

cd 


C/3 

cd 

<D 

Uh 

X> 

A 

e 

00 

cd 

O 

<D 

d 

d 

cd 

d 


C/3 

2 

4-> 

d 


a. 

o 

a> 

d 

-+-> 

d 

cd 

d 


<D 

4-> 

Cl 

cd 

C/3 

O 

-4—* 

OO 

o 

I 

CO 

<u 

a 

Vh 

cd 

H 

<u 

f-H 

O 

eg 

2 

C/3 

cd 

a> 

d 

o 

<u 

C/3 

+-> 

Ol 

3 

Hi 

cj 

C/3 

d 

o 

cd 

CJ 

id 

<D 

d 

S3 

H 

d 

2 

OX) 

*^H 

T3 

<D 

C 

+-> 

d 

g 

*cd 

r* 

C 

c<3 

d 

C/3 

cd 

d 

OX) 

•  pH 

?3 

X 

2 

i-H 

<D 

a 

-sa* 

<D 

4-> 

a> 

X) 

E 

S 

S3 

-d 

c 

cd 

3 

4-* 

o 

a> 

CQ 

5 

C/3 

a 

C/3 

cd 

<D 

C/3 

'S 

o 

a> 

<D 

d 

*C 

o 

o 

d 

a> 

i-H 

<D 

-d 


2 

C/3 

>> 

GO 

C/3 

d 

o 

£ 

O 

d 


C/3 

C/3 

cd 

<D 

oo 


<D 

£ 

o 


<D 

c/3 

cd 

<D 

00 


cd 

<D 

•d 

o 

•  »-H 

4-* 

cd 

s 

S3 

a> 

■fi 

o 

d 

o 

Vh 

•d 

u 


<L> 

c/3 

cd 

o 

oo 


<L> 

> 

d 


o 

04 


<u 

C/3 

cd 

<D 

C/3 


3 

<D 

■d 


2 

<L> 

cd 

d 

o 

oo 


<L> 

C/3 

cd 

<u 

C/3 


i-H 

cd 

a> 

X3 

<4H 

o 

c/3 

g 

<2 

M 

<U 

X 


X  O 


20 


75  & 

over 

CO 

13  ! 

CO 

c  *-h 

NO  CO 

NO  l  .  i— 1 

II  II 

1  1  1—1  —  i — 1  iH  C  ,  , 

1-1  CM  .  . 

42 

52 

65-74 

CM 

m 

CM 

f-H  | 

r"H  1 

i  i  i— 1  i — l 

■  ' — 1  ’  • 

1  t-H  0  0  0  0  1  II 

10  II 

29 

NO 

CM 

55-64 

- 

• 

- 

1  1 

?"H  1 

<N  —<  .  . 

II  II 

II  1  0  1  II  II 

-  -  .  . 

o 

CO 

i—H 

45-54 

t-H 

• 

a 

1  1 

1  1 

II  II 

II  II 

II  1  II  II  r“H  1 

II  0  1 

•'t 

■at 

35-44 

1 

• 

■ 

^  1 

1  1 

II  II 

II  II 

II  1  II  II  ,~H  I 

•  1  II 

CO 

CM 

25-34 

• 

• 

• 

1  1 

1  1 

•  1  II 

II  II 

II  1  1  0  0  0  ^  1 

0  0  10 

- 

1 

15-24 

• 

1 

i 

1  1 

1  1 

II  II 

II  II 

ii  i  ii  ii  0*1  i 

II  II 

CM 

1 

5-14 

• 

,1 

• 

1  1 

1  I 

II  II 

II  II 

II  0  II  0  10  1 

•  0  r~~i  0 

/ 

m 

- 

1-4 

II  II  01  II  II  II  II  II  II  1  II  01  II  II  II  II 

0> 

bo 

< 


•g-3  S3 

<o  C  « 
|  3  >> 

<t  <4  " 


ii  ii  ii  ^  i  it  ii  ii  ii  it  i  i 


■  ii  ii  ■• 


CM 


v  A! 
T3  o> 
C  « 

5  * 


■  ii  ti  ii  ii  ii  ii  ii  ii  i  ii  ii  ii  ii  ii  ii 


r-~  oo  no  on 


On  co  oo 


CM 


-h  —  —.CM  I/O  ,  CM  CO  i-<  .  00 

>— l  ON 


X 

V 

c n 


S  t  St  S  t  St  Sfc  St  St  St  St  S  St  St  St  St  St  St 


CO 

0> 

T3 

O 

D 

C/3 

P 

«0 

U 


CD 

C/3 

Cd 

<U 

C/3 


J-H 

cd 

3 

O 

c/3 

cd 

> 

O 

Ut 

X) 

CD 


£ 

CD 

+-> 

c/3 

C/3 

fc* 

o 

4-> 

cd 

3 

O 

J-H 

•  rH 

o 

CtH 

o 

1/3 

CD 

C/3 

cd 

CD 

C/3 


<D 

-G 


cd 

N 

G 

<D 

G 

C 

G 


.2 

3 

o 

E 

g 

<D 

G 

Ph 


cd 

E 

CD 

c/3 

>, 

X 

CL, 

E 

CD 

-o 

G 

cd 

C/3 


X 

o 

G 

O 

J-H 

CG 


E 

<D 

H-> 

C/3 

>, 

OO 

b 

O 
h— > 
cd 

J-H 

•  f— H 

CL, 

c/3 

CD 


C/3 

CD 

oo 

Cd 

<D 

C/3 


CD 

XJ 


CD 

O 

3 

o 

•r-< 

4-» 

O, 

<L> 

t 


E 

<D 

+-> 

C/3 

>> 

C/3 

CD 
> 
•H 
M— > 
C/3 

CD 

.SP 

<4-1 

O 

C/3 

<D 

C/3 

cd 

CD 

C/3 


jS 


C/3 

O 

J-H 

•G 

Oh 

<D 

G 

G 

cd 


-G 

Ph 

CD 


CD 
h— * 

cd 

+-> 

c/3 

O 


O 

cd 

•  fH 

C/3 

cd 

n. 

fcr 

<u 

Oh 

>1 

X 


E 

o 

■+— I 

oo 

b 

cd 

C 

•H 

J-H 

O 

I 

o 

4— > 

•  l-H 

G 

CD 

U) 

c/s' 

CD 

C/3 

cd 

CD 

03 


<D 

-G 


00 

G 

o 


G 

O 

o 

Td 

<D 

G 

<D 

Td 


Td 

G 

cd 

oo 

E 

o 

4-* 

Ph 

E 

>> 

C/3 


G 

cd 

3 

3 

o 

cd 

(D 

3 

•H 

xi 

<u 

> 

IH 

o 

H— 1 

o 

S 


e 

<u 

T3 

•  r— « 

o 

o 

cd 

Vh 

<D 

O 


oo 

CD 

•  |H 

J-H 

O 

S’ 

•f— H 

cd 

4-> 

O 

•l-H 

os 

c 

<+h 

3 

C/3 

G 

cd 

<D 

Td 

•  1—H 

O 

•»-H 

o 

oo 


C/3 

w 

00 

D 

C 

o 

hJ 

hJ 

< 

< 

H 

O 

H 


21 


TABLE  IV  (B) 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1972 


Age  Group 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Under  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3  - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5-9 

3 

1 

- 

- 

10-  14 

1 

2 

1 

15-24 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25  &  over 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

6 

4 

3 

8 

The  age  distribution  for  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  Table  IX. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Introduction  It  is  pleasing  to  report  on  the  satisfactory  co  opeiation  that  existed  between  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  when  carrying  out  their  many  and  various  duties  and  owners  and 
occupiers  of  properties.  In  nearly  every  case  works  have  been  carried  out  without  formal 
action  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  any  require 
ment  This  also  applied  in  nearly  every  case  concerning  the  small  number  of  contraven 
tions  that  were  found  relating  to  the  many  regulations  that  the  Inspectors  have  to  enforce. 

Housing  in  all  its  facets  is  receiving  much  more  attention  and  the  Inspectors  have  spent 
considerable  time  advising  owners  and  tenants  on  the  provisions  of  the  various  grants  that 
are  available.  Preliminary  work  regarding  the  possibility  of  establishing  clean  air  zones 
in  the  area  has  been  carried  out  and  although  it  is  not  possible  to  bring  any  zone  into 
operation  before  Bushey  is  absorbed  into  the  new  authority  of  Hertsmere,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  information  now  available  will  be  of  use  to  the  new  authority. 

The  most  difficult  problem  that  concerns  the  Council  is  the  siting  of  itinerant  caravans  on 
the  A41.  The  conditions  at  present  on  the  road  side  are  appalling,  and  I  can  only  hope 
that  representations  made  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  will  result  in  some 
solution.  It  may  be  that  a  number  of  ideas  will  have  to  be  adopted  and  possibly  by  taking 
these  altogether  the  problem  can  be  reduced  to  an  acceptable  level  until  designation  under 
the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Developments  Act  can  be  made 

Attached  to  my  report  are  appendices  in  tabular  form  which  set  out  the  work  of  the 
Inspectors  and  the  results  achieved,  together  with  graphs  showing  the  level  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  pollution  recorded  over  the  years  1966—1972. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  work  concerning  reorganisation  is  speeding  up  and  will 
soon  be  in  6Stop  gear  „  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  functions  concerning  the  control 
of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  National  He  alth 
Service  and  the  district  Councils,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  the 
closest  possible  liaison  will  have  to  be  established  between  the  Officers  concerned. 

I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  the  Inspectors  and  clerical  staff  who  have 
supported  me  to  the  full  while  I  have  been  involved  with  the  preliminary  work  in 
connection  with  reorganisation  The  Annual  Report  1973  my  last  for  Burney  will  be 
produced  when  everyone  is  fully  involved  in  reorganisation,  and  I  would,  therefore,  like 
to  close  my  introduction  by  thanking  Dir.  Shaw,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his 
deputy  Dr.  Barasi  and  their  associated  clerical  staff  who  have  been  so  helpful  over  the 
past  years.  Dr.  Shaw's  personal  help  and  guidance  has  always  been  so  readily  available 
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HOUSING 


Unfit  dwellings 


Disrepair 


Improvement  Grants 


Qualification 

Certificates 


Caravan  sites 


It  was  unnecessary  to  take  any  formal  action  concerning  any  unfit  house  that  was  not 
capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost,  while  no  properties  were  dealt  with  by  way  of 
clearance  area  procedure.  Preliminary  consideration,  however,  was  given  concerning  the 
future  use  of  a  caravan  that  was  unfit  and  in  which  the  occupants  had  been  living  for 
some  years. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  any  further  clearance  areas  will  be  declared  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  The  few  unfit  properties  that  remain  will  be  dealt  with  individually. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  from  tenants  regarding  defects  were  very  few.  In 
many  cases,  however,  repair  works  were  remedied  by  owners  following  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  and  Qualification  Certificates,  issued  under  the  various  Housing  Acts. 

There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  and  enquiries  for  Improve¬ 
ment  Grants  which,  for  the  first  time,  exceeded  the  number  of  applications  for  Standard 
Giants.  This  trend  is  generally  satisfactory  as  it  means  that  a  large  number  of  properties 
are  brought  up  to  a  higher  standard.  The  situation  is  summarised  in  Table  IV. 

Table  V  gives  the  situation  regarding  the  issue  of  Qualification  Certificates  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  operation  of  the  Housing  Finance  Act  1972,  covering  the  issue  of  these 
Certificates,  presented  very  few  problems  and  these  were  resolved  with  the  owners  and 
tenants  concerned  without  any  legal  proceedings. 

This  Act  has  also  laid  down  a  general  programme  for  a  conversion  from  Rent  Control  to 
Rent  Regulation.  This  means  that  all  controlled  tenancies  will  become  regulated  on 
certain  dates  over  the  next  three  years  and  this  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the  number  of 
applications  for  this  type  of  Certificate. 

There  are  12  licensed  sites  in  the  district  accommodating  some  137  caravans.  Work  on  the 
one  unsatisfactory  site  was  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  when  completed 
the  standard  of  this  site  will  be  considerably  in  advance  of  those  laid  down  in  the  Model 
Standards. 

There  were  10  vacancies  on  the  Council's  own  caravan  site  at  Brookside,  Eastbury  Road, 
Watford  which  is  situated  in  the  Watford  Rural  District  Council’s  area.  All  these  vacancies 
were  allocated  to  persons  on  the  waiting  list  which  is  restricted  to  persons  who  have  lived 
in  Bushey  for  a  continuous  period  of  at  least  six  months,  previously  lived  in  the  Urban 
District  for  a  continuous  period  of  at  least  three  years  or  worked  in  the  Urban  District  for 
a  continuous  period  of  at  least  one  year  up  to  and  including  the  date  of  application.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  37  applicants  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  operates  a  site  for  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  which  is 
situated  in  Sandy  Lane,  Bushey,  wheie  there  is  accommodation  for  27  caravans.  No 
complaints  were  received  and  no  problems  occurred  requiring  attention  by  my  Department. 

At  the  beginning  of  1972  there  were  only  2  caravans  stationed  on  the  greensward  of  the  A41. 
This  number  increased  to  over  30  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  occupiers  breaking  up  old  vehicles 
leaving  unsalvageable  scrap  and  waste  deposited  on  the  greensward.  Numerous  complaints  were 
received  from  residents  and  other  people  working  in  the  area  while  the  action  taken  by  the 
Council  only  resulted  in  occupants  moving  from  one  end  of  the  A41  to  the  other  within  the 
Bushey  boundary. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Domestic  supply 

With  the  exception  of  one  house  which  is  connected  to  a  bore  hole,  the  whole  of  the 
district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company.  All  premises  in  the 
district  have  an  internal  water  supply.  During  the  year  4  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Swimming  pools 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  Swimming  Pool  in  King  George 
Recreation  Ground  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Mechanical  chlorination  is  continuous 
and  the  testing  of  the  water  for  free  chlorine  is  carried  out  at  frequent  intervals  during  the 
day  when  the  pool  is  in  use. 

Refuse 

Collection 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  contract  and  has  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level 
throughout  the  year  with  three  rear  loading  compression  type  vehicles  in  full  time  use. 

Many  unwanted  items  are  removed  and  disposed  of  by  the  Contractors  while  the  use  of 
the  facilities  available  at  the  Council’s  depot  in  Boumehall  Lane  for  the  free  disposal  of 
unwanted  domestic  items  has  considerably  increased  during  the  year. 

Refuse  disposal 

All  refuse  from  the  district  is  disposed  of  at  the  private  tip  of  Mooimill  some  6  miles  from 
Bushey. 

Food  Hygiene 

FOOD 

Routine  inspections  were  made  to  all  the  food  premises  in  the  district.  The  Inspectors 
advised  the  proprietors  of  these  premises  on  problems  of  structure,  equipment  and  prac¬ 
tices  and  constantly  reminded  food  handlers  of  the  need  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of 
food  hygiene.  No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found, 
but  the  proprietors’  attention  was  drawn  to  a  number  of  matters  all  of  which  were 
rectified  without  resort  to  formal  action  (Table  VII). 

Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  and  no  casual  slaughtering  took  place 
during  1972. 

Poultry  Processing  Premises 

The  small  poultry  processing  establishment  continued  throughout  the  year.  All  types  of 
poultry  are  slaughtered  on  the  premises  at  a  rate  of  2,500  annually  of  which  about  1%  was 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  At  least  four  inspections  were  made  by  the 
District  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  while  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  has  been 
maintained  since  the  improvements  were  carried  out. 
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Measurement 
of  Pollution 


Notifications 


Factories 
Shops  Act 

Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises 
Act  1963 


Food  Warehouse 

The  one  large  warehouse  which  deals  with  the  storage  and  dispatching  of  dried  and  tinned 
food  products  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year.  This  warehouse  handles  sub 
stantial  quantities  of  container  goods  from  abroad  which  arrive  un  inspected  by  the  Port 
Health  Authority,  and  it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  this  Authority  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  1968.  Four  samples  of  tomato  juice  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  and  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food 

Table  VIII  sets  out  details  concerning  the  small  quantities  of  food  that  were  condemned 
and  this  is  followed  by  a  table  showing  a  list  of  complaints  that  were  received  and  the 
action  taken. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Daily  recordings  of  the  amount  of  smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  at  two 
sites  within  the  district  have  been  taken  since  1966  Instruments  were  installed  at  the 
Council  Offices  and  at  the  premises  of  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company  in  Aldenham  Road. 

The  latter  station  was  originally  established  to  measure  the  degree  of  pollution  in  the  area 
of  Bushey  adjoining  the  Watford  Gas  Works  while  the  station  at  the  Council  Offices  was 
used  to  record  the  general  background  level.  Charts  prepared  from  the  recordings  made 
(see  appendix)  indicated  that  the  degree  of  pollution  from  sulphur  dioxide  around  the  gas 
works  had  dropped  below  that  recorded  at  the  Council  Offices.  This  decline  had  followed 
the  introduction  of  the  new  gas  reforming  plant  in  1968  and  it  was,  therefore,  decided  to 
discontinue  taking  readings  in  that  area  at  the  end  of  the  winter  sampling  period  on  the 
3 1st  March.  The  Colne  Valley  Water  Company’s  co-operation  over  this  period  of  time  has 
been  greatly  appreciated.  Recordings  continue  to  be  made  at  the  Council  Offices. 

Two  notices  were  received  concerning  the  installation  of  boilers  with  capacities  over 
55.000  BTUs  and  the  heights  of  the  chimneys  serving  these  boilers  were  approved  in 
accordance  with  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968 


PLACES  OF  WORK 


Details  of  routine  inspections  and  the  action  taken  are  given  in  Table  XV(i). 

No  complaints  were  received  or  contraventions  found  during  routine  inspections  carried  out 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

The  department  continued  to  carry  out  regular  general  inspections  of  registered  premises. 

No  major  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  revealed  and  the  few  unsatisfactory  conditions  found 
were  remedied  following  informal  action  as  set  out  in  Table  XIV(i) 
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Accidents 


Noise  Abatement 
Act  1960 


Pet  Animals 
Act  1951 

Animal  Boarding 
Establishments 
Act  1963 


Riding  Establishments 
Acts  1964  &  1970 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Act  1964 


Home  Safety 


During  1972  two  accidents  were  notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  both  of  which 
concerned  falls  of  persons.  After  investigation  it  was  confirmed  that  neither  of  these 
accidents  were  due  to  any  contravention  of  the  Act  and  no  action  was,  therefore, 
necessary  by  the  local  authority. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Five  complaints  of  noise  were  received,  only  one  of  which  was  substantiated.  This  com 
plaint  of  noise  emanated  from  a  factory  cyclone  and  the  management,  when  their 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  matter,  took  immediate  steps  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  no  contraventions  were  found  in  the  two 
premises  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pet  Animals  Act, 

Six  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  while  there  is 
kennel  accommodation  for  380  dogs  and  136  cats.  The  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon 
visits  these  premises  at  least  once  during  each  year  and  copies  of  his  reports  after  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Council  were  submitted  to  the  Licensees,  so  that  they  could  take  any 
appropriate  action.  Routine  visits  are  also  made  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Three  licences  were  issued  concerning  Establishments  accommodating  a  total  of  81  horses. 
The  Council  engages  a  specialist  Veterinary  Surgeon  who  visits  these  premises  and  his 
reports  have  been  very  satisfactory  .  Routine  visits  are  also  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Fourteen  dealers  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  above  Act.  Two  have  scrap  metal 
stores  within  the  area,  one  resides  in  the  district  but  his  store  is  situated  outside  the  area. 
The  remaining  eleven  are  itinerant  dealers  residing  on  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council’s 
caravan  site  at  Sandy  Lane. 

Wherever  possible  posters  were  displayed  and  pamphlets  made  available  during  the  year 
concerning  various  facets  of  home  safety. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  prepared  a  stand  showing  examples  of  unsafe  and  faulty 
electrical  wiring,  together  with  defective  appliances.  This  exhibit  was  displayed  at  the 
Bushey  Horticultural  Society’s  Annual  Show. 
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APPENDIX 


TABLE  I 

RECORDS  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  1972 


ens 


DWELLINGS 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
Caravan  Sites  (Licensed) 

Caravan  Sites  (Itinerant  sites  not  licensed) 

PLACES  OF  WORK 

Power  Factories 
Non  power  factories 
Building  sites  etc. 

Outworkers 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

(a)  Offices 

(b)  Retail  Shops  .. 

(c)  Wholesale  shops,  Warehouses 

(d)  Catering  establishments  and  cante 

(e)  Fuel  Storage  Depots 
Revisits 

Shops  Act 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Bakehouses 
Butchers 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .. 

Canteens,  factory 
Canteens,  school 
Fish  and  Chip  shops 
Fishmongers 
Food  factories 
Greengrocers 
Grocers,  retail 
Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 
Public  Houses 
Licensed  Clubs 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets,  etc.) 

Stalls/Delivery  Vehicles 
“Take  away”  Food  Shops 

IMPORTED  FOOD  REGULATIONS  .. 


AIR 


Clean  Air  Acts 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Insect  Pests 
Conveniences 
Infectious  disease 
Schools 

Swimming  Pools 

OTHER  ACTS 

Animal  Acts 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Water  Samples 

General  complaints  and  visits 


114 

216 

17 

223 

47 

42 


12 

14 
1 
6 

109 

51 

11 

31 

19 

28 

15 
4 

4 

5 

19 

37 
2 

18 

9 

29 

4 

38 

29 

144 

8 

41 

18 

25 

21 

4 

456 

1,833 
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TABLE  II 


HOUSING 


Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  Year 

j 

(a) 

By  the  Local  Authority 

" 

(b) 

By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations 

(c) 

By  private  persons 

51 

TABLE  III 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  OTHER  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced  during  year 

Persons 

Families 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 
i  under  Section  17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

|  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 

by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Under  Section  17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 

of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

— — 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN 

WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

After  infoimal  action  by  Local  Authority 

1 

NIL 

After  formal  Notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

2 

NIL 

(b)  Sections  9  &  16,  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 
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TABLE  IV 


HOUSING  ACT  1969 
HOUSING  FINANCE  ACT  1972 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Total  number  of  applications  received 

49 

Number  of  : 

Standard  Grant  Applications  received 

Applications  approved 

Applications  refused 

Applications  completed 

Applications  withdrawn 

14 

11 

17  1 

1 

Number  of  : 

Improvement  Grant  Applications  received 

35 

Applications  approved 

22 

Applications  refused 

5 

Applications  completed 

20 

Applications  withdrawn 

4 

TABLE  V 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 


Improvement  Cases 

Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates 

Number  of  certificates  of  Provosional  Approval  issued 

Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued 

Total  number  of  applications  under  consideration 

5  ! 

8  ! 

9 

15 

Standard  Amenities  Already  Provided 

Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates 

12 

Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued 

9 

Number  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates  refused 

- 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration 

18 
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TABLE  VI 


FOOD 

Types  of  Food  Premises  within  the  District  at  31st  December  1972 


;  Bakehouses 

4 

;  Butchers 

13 

!  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

10 

Canteens,  factory/office 

15 

Canteens,  school 

23 

Fish  and  Chip  shops 

2 

Fishmongers 

3 

Food  Factories 

1 

Greengrocers 

9 

Grocers,  retail 

16 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 

1 

Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences 

22 

Licensed  Clubs 

6 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets,  etc.) 

24 

Stalls/Delivery  Vehicles 

2 

“Take-away”  Food  shops 

2 

Food  Warehouse/Container  Depot 

1 

All  these  premises  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  where  applicable. 

Food  Premises  Registered  by  the  Council  under 
Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
Ice  Cream  Dealers 
Preserved  Food  Manufacturers 


NIL 

32 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 

Premises  registered  under  the  above 

Regulations  as  Distributors  of  Milk  ..  10 
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TABLE  VII 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  following  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  remedied 


Personal  Cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Defective  .. 

(c)  Dirty 

Premises: 

(a)  Dirty  condition 

(b)  Defective  .. 

Washing  Facilities: 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Defective  .. 

(c)  Dirty 

(d)  Absence  of  soap,  etc. 

Equipment: 

(a)  Dirty  condition 

(b)  Defective  or  Insufficient 


TABLE  VIII 


Food  Complaints 

The  following  is  a  table  of  complaints  received  together  with  the  action  taken  regarding 
food  which  was  unfit,  out  of  condition  or  contained  foreign  materials. 


Item 

Action  taken 

Swiss  Roll 

Alleged  cause  of  food  poisoning.  Laboratory  report  gave 
negative  result. 

Fish  Fingers 

Bacterial  breakdown  of  fish.  Manufacturers  warned. 

Coconut  Chocolate  Bar 

Moisture  'bloom’.  Retailer  warned. 

Tin  of  Strained  Baby  Food 

Contained  piece  of  solder.  Warning  given  to  Manufacturer. 

Cheese 

Mouldy  condition.  Retailer  warned. 

Apple  Pastry 

Mouldy  condition.  Warning  to  retailer 

Haslet 

Mouldy  condition.  Retailer  informed. 

Beefsteak  &  Kidney  Pies 

Mouldy  condition.  Retailer  fined  £20. 

i  Milk  Bottle 

Contained  cement  residue.  Warning  to  bottler. 

Pork  Chops. 

Dirty  condition.  Retailer  warned. 

Apple  &  Sultana  Tarts 

Mouldy  condition.  Manufacturer  warned. 

Chocolate  Creme 

Sour  condition.  Retailer  and  Manufacturer  warned. 

Sliced  Bread 

Mouldy  condition.  Retailer  warned. 

Bread 

Contained  part  of  fly.  Retailer  and  Manufacturer  warned. 

Cottage  Cheese 

Sour  condition.  Dealt  with  informally. 

Rissole  Mixture 

Contained  webbing  of  moth.  Retailer  informed. 

Honey 

Contained  wasp.  Warning  to  Manufacturer. 

Food  Condemned 


Meat,  carcase 
Meat,  cooked 
Fish 

Other  foods  ..  ..  ..  ..  234  lbs 
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TABLE  IX 


FOOD  POISONING 


Number  of  Cases 

No. 

Notified 

Otherwise 

Ascertained 

Organism  Responsible 

Food  Suspected 

Family  outbreak 

2 

2 

- 

Not  known 

Unknown 

Other  outbreaks 

1 

1 

- 

Not  known 

Mixed  Seafood 

Single  cases 

- 

- 

- 

TABLE  X 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


Bacteriological  Samples 

At  the  end  of  the  year  3 1  premises  were  on  the  register,  all  receiving  their  supplies  from  large 
manufacturers  of  ice-cream.  14  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination.  The  results  were  as  follows 


GRADE  1 

12 

Satisfactory  j 

GRADE  2 

2 

Satisfactory  i 

GRADE  3 

- 

- 

GRADE  4 

- 

- 

After  an  unsatisfactory  sample,  handling  and  storage  methods  are  inspected 
and  repeat  samples  are  taken  until  a  satisfactory  result  is  obtained. 
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TABLE  XI 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
SAMPLING 


The  Bushey  Urban  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Routine 
sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details: — 

Milk  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14  Genuine 

Nil  Not  Genuine 

Others  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  35  Genuine 

3  Not  Genuine 


Details— 

Genuine. 

Fancy  Fruit  Salad;  Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding;  Mixed  dried  fruit,;  Shrimps;  Scotch  cheddar  cheese; 
Steak  &  Kidney  Pie;  Macedoine  of  vegetables;  Scotch  broth;  Groundnut  oil;  White  Bread;  Cheese 
and  Onion  soup;  Creamed  rice  milk  pudding;  Minced  steak  with  rich  gravy;  Chunky  steak  with 
gravy;  Ground  white  pepper;  Almond  flavouring;  Cheese  flavour  quavers;  Topsy  junior  tablets; 
Lemonade  shandy;  Fruity  sauce;  Natural  orange  juice;  Malted  milk;  Sterilised  half  cream;  Full 
fat  soft  cheese;  Coloured  Cheshire  cheese;  Swiss  roll;  Active  baking  yeast;  Whole  orange  drink; 
Low  calorie  vinegar  and  oil  dressing;  Sweetened  grapefruit  juice ;  Eccles  cakes;  Apricot  chutney; 
Muesli  bar;  Halva;  Jelly  Delytes, 

Not  Genuine. 

Mango  juice  (3)  —  contained  excessive  tin  and  was  in  fact  sweetened  mango  juice 


Complaints  from  purchasers  brought  to  light  the  following  facts 

1.  The  presence  of  the  main  constituent,  noodles,  was  not  mentioned  in  the  description  on  a 
tin  of  Water  Chestnut  with  Chicken  Soup. 

2.  A  milk  roundsman’s  mistake  resulted  in  a  bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  fitted  with  a  gold  cap 
being  delivered  in  response  to  an  order  for  Channel  Island  milk. 

3.  Three  chicken  legs  were  provided  at  a  restaurant  in  response  to  an  order  for  half  a  chicken. 
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TABLE  XII 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply 
Bacteriological  samples 


Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

4 

- 

Swimming  Pools 
Bacteriological  samples 


Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Council 

11 

9 

2 

Private 

7 

7 

- 

After  an  unsatisfactory  result,  equipment  and 
methods  are  inspected  and  repeat  samples  taken 
until  a  satisfactory  result  is  obtained. 

TABLE  XIII 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Dwellings  not  connected 


Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  by  the  Council 
Number  of  other  cesspools 


27 

8 


Drain  Testing  and  Clearing 


New  and  Altered  Drainage  Systems 

Inspections  —  number  of  tests  made 

497 

Council  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the 

Department 

39 

Number  of  houses  affected 

141 

Private  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the 

Department 

123 

Number  of  houses  affected 

311 

36 


TABLE  XIV 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 
STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 


REGISTRATION 

Number  of  premises  newly 

Number  of  Premises 

registered  during  the  year 

Register  at  the  end  o 

Offices 

1 

55 

Retail  Shops 

5 

73 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

4 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public,  canteens 

1 

11 

Fuel  storage  depots 

_ 

_ 

JL 

143 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  General  Inspections 

Offices 

12 

Retail  shops 

14 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

Catering  Establishments,  open  to  the  public,  canteens 

6 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

33 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspections) 

142 

NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES 

Males 

Females  Total 

Offices 

262 

239 

501 

Retail  shops 

98 

200 

298 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

89 

69 

158 

Catering  Establishments,  open  to  xhe 

public,  canteens 

47 

64 

111 

496 

572 

1  068 

TABLE  XIV(i) 

Contraventions  of  Act  found  in  7  premises  during  1972 


Unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  1 
Defective  condition  of  floors  or  stairs  1 

Inadequate  first  aid  equipment  3 

Failure  to  display  prescribed  Abstract  of  the  Act  4 

Defective  condition  of  hoists  2 


11 


TABLE  XIV(ii) 

Analysis  of  Causes  of  Accidents  notified  during  1972 

2 


Falls  of  persons 
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TABLE  XV(i) 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1 .  Inspections 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,3,4  and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  above  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

TOTAL 

No.on 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

71 

12 

68 

40 

1 

- 

83 

108 

1 

•  - 

Referred 

To  H.M.. 

.  By  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

2,  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  — 

Unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  (see  7) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

TABLE  XV(ii) 

OUTWORK  (SECTIONS  133  AND  134) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  outworkers  in  August  list  notified  to 
to  Local  Authority 

Wearing  apparel  (Making  alterations  etc.) 

- 

Making  of  Christmas  crackers 

- 

TOTAL 

- 

There  were  no  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists 

of  outworkers  as  required  by  Section  133(i)(c).  ! 
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TABLE  XVI 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

9,405 

27 

2. 

(a) 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

183 

3 

(b) 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

133 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

43 

1 

\  3 

(a) 

Totai  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

280 

11 

(b) 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

5 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

- 

- 
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KEY-  orncES. 
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5U5HE/UE&AN  asffeicq  COUNCIL 
R6b-  1^72- 


CHORLEYWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1972/73 


Councillor  J.  M.  Ellis  (Chairman) 

C.  S.  Stewart  (Vice-Chairman) 

Lady  A.  L.  T.  Lewis 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Whiting 

R.  A.  Crockett 

Dr.  E.  W.  R.  Fairley 

B.  J.  Hooton 


STAFF 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  W.  E.  HANDS 

(AND  SURVEYOR)  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 

Inspectors  Joint  Board;  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(AND  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR) 


E.  B.  MILLER 

Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Joint  Board;  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods. 


SECRETARY 


MRS.  J.  ELLIS  (January  —  August) 

MISS  M.  CLARKE  (September  —  December) 
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TABLE  1(C) 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1972 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water) 

2,055  acres 

Highest  Point  —  near  water  tower  at  the  Swillett 

410.6  feet 

Lowest  Point  —  junction  of  Meadow  Way  and  Belfry  Lane 

160.3  feet 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

8,440 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

2,748 

Rateable  value 

£1,298,847 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£13,150 

Number  of  Births 

70 

Average 

1962/71 

82 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  .. 

•  •  •• 

8.3 

10.6 

Area  comparability  factor 

•  •  •• 

1.18 

- 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

•  •  •  • 

9.8 

10.9 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

•  •  •• 

5 

4 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  „ 

.. 

7 

5 

Number  of  deaths 

•  •  •• 

66 

52 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

•  •  •• 

.7.8 

6.7 

Aea  comparability  factor 

..  .. 

1.07 

- 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

•  •  •  • 

8.3 

7.5 

Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  year)  .. 

4 

30 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

•  o  •• 

1 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

• .  .. 

14 

15.2 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  month 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  per 

1,000  live  births)  .. 

14 

11.9 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per 

1 ,000  live  births)  y. 

14 

10.6 

Number  of  stillbirths 

•  •  •• 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1 ,000  births,  live  and  still) 

•  •  •  • 

14 

13.2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  early  neonatal  deaths) 

28 

23.7 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VARIOUS  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  CHORLEYWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  1962-  1971 
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DEATHS 
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TABLE  III  (C)  -  Cont’d. 
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TABLE  IV  (C) 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1972 


Age  Group 

'  '  "  - - 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Food  Poisoning 

Under  1 

. 

_  1 

1  - 

7 

- 

- 

2  - 

3 

- 

■ 

3  - 

5 

- 

- 

4  - 

- 

- 

* 

5-9 

15 

1 

: 

10  -  14 

1 

- 

•  i 

15  -  24 

2 

- 

1 

25  and  over 

- 

- 

1 

33 

1 

2  ; 

48 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

a.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  Action  Taken 

a.  Clearance  Areas  declared 

b.  Unfit  houses  included  in  a.  above 

c.  Individual  houses  demolished 

d.  Individual  houses  closed 

e.  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

f.  Dwellings  rendered  fit  after 

i.  Informal  action 

ii.  Formal  action 

3.  Overcrowding 

a.  Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year 

b.  Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the  year 

c.  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

a.  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  issued  .. 

b.  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  cancelled 

c.  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  proposed  to  issue  .. 

5.  Qualification  Certificates 

a.  Certificates  issued 

b.  Certificates  refused 

c.  Provisional  Certificates  issued 


6.  Improvement  Grants 

a.  Applications  made 

b.  Schemes  completed 

7.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

a.  By  the  Local  Authority 

b.  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations 

c.  By  private  persons 


28 

59 


9 

1 


1 


7 

8 


14 


Housing  —  Improvements 

Applications  for  Improvement  and  Standard  Grants  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year.  The  impetus  given  to  the 
grant-aid  system  by  the  Housing  Act  1969  shows  no  sign  of  slacking  though  the  great  majority  of  applications, 
however,  continue  to  be  made  by  owner/occupiers.  With  constantly  rising  costs  in  the  building  industry  the  amount 
of  grant  approved  is  ever  increasing  and  it  is  envisaged  that  the  maximum  grant  of  £1,000  will  soon  be  a  common 
occurrence.  The  Department  also  issued  guidance  and  carried  out  informal  inspections  of  houses  on  request  so  that 
owners  were  aware  of  what  works  would  attract  grant-aid  before  formal  application  was  made. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  such  houses  in  the  district. 


Caravan  Sites 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  district. 


Filthy  and  Unwholesome  Premises 

Several  days  after  Christmas  firemen  who  were  called  to  deal  with  a  small  fire  in  the  bedroom  of  a  house  occupied 
by  a  recluse  in  a  high  class  residential  area,  were  appalled  at  what  they  found  inside. 

The  majority  of  the  rooms  were  indescribably  filthy,  the  floors  and  furnishings  covered  with  rubbish  and  animal 
excrement,  and  in  one  bedroom  the  Police  found  the  body  of  a  dog,  partly  eaten. 

Two  dogs  and  eight  cats  were  destroyed  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.,  and  the  bodies  of  another  dog,  two  cats  and  a 
squirrel  were  also  found  and  removed. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  Sections  83  and  84  (as  amended)  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
as  the  owner/occupier  agreed  to  co-operate,  and  while  she  was  temporarily  accommodated  in  a  Church  Hostel, 
five  members  of  the  Council’s  manual  staff  spent  almost  3  days  clearing  out  and  disposing  of  all  filthy  and 
unwholesome  articles  of  clothing,  furniture,  bedding,  etc.  aided  by  stout-hearted  Church  volunteers  who  sorted  out 
valuables  and  re-usable  items.  This  nauseating  task  was  followed  by  the  partial  cleansing  of  walls  and  floors  of  all 
rooms  in  the  dwelling  and  then  general  disinfection  was  carried  out.  At  the  same  time  the  blocked  drainage  system 
septic  tank  and  filter  were  all  cleared  and  put  back  into  working  order. 

I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  five  manual  staff  who  carried  out  this  obnoxious  work  in  such  an  efficient  and 
willing  manner. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary,  however,  that  in  these  modern  times  human  tragedies  such  as  this  still  occur. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  provided  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company.  The 
water  supply  to  the  Chorleywood  area  emanates  from  boreholes  in  the  chalk  and  is  typical  chalk  water,  some¬ 
what  hard  in  character  but  organically  very  pure.  It  is  not  more  than  negligibly  plumb o-solvent  and  its  fluoride 
content  is  less  than  O.lppm.  Fluoride  is  not  added  to  the  supply. 

The  only  treatment  given  to  the  water  is  a  small  dose  of  chlorine  (Glppm)  as  a  precaution  against  the  possibility 
of  bacterial  contamination.  Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  were  regularly  of  the  highest  bacteriological 
quality. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  district.  It  was  arranged  in  respect  of  the  private  swimming  pool  at 
the  R.N.I.B.  School  for  Girls  with  Little  or  no  Sight  for  the  County  Sampling  Officer  to  pay  regular  visits,  take 
samples  and  advice  on  purification  methods. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Public  Conveniences 

The  Council  provides  public  conveniences  for  Men  and  Women  on  Road  A404  opposite  Chorleywood  Common; 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  order  to  reduce  vandalism  these  conveniences  are  closed  at  dusk. 

Dwellings  not  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer 

There  are  40  properties  in  the  District  which  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

The  sewer  is  physically  available  to  serve  14  of  these  properties,  8  properties  are  drained  by  small  scale  sewage 
disposal  plants  and  the  remaining  18  properties  cannot,  at  the  moment,  be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Thirty -six  private  drains  were  cleared  of  blockages  at  the  owner’s  expense  by  Council  labour  during  the  year, 
a  small  proportion  being  emergencies  dealt  with  outside  working  hours  in  the  evenings  or  weekends 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  Refuse  Collection  is  carried  out  by  a  direct  labour  force  of  six  men.  Three  vehicles  were  in  use  for 
most  of  the  year,  a  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  35  cu.yd,  “Pakamatic’’  and  one  18  cu.yd.  dual  tip  refuse  vehicle,  with 
another  dual  tip  vehicle  in  reserve.  The  “Pakamatic”  continued  to  be  highly  satisfactory  in  providing  virtually 
dust-free  loading  and  a  larger  work  load,  thereby  reducing  the  time  spent  on  travelling  to  the  tip.  A  second 
S.  &  D,  “Pakamatic”  was  acquired  in  September. 

A  bonus  scheme  is  operated  by  the  Council. 

A  weekly  trade  refuse  collection  is  undertaken  from  commercial  premises  and  a  small  charge  is  made  for  this 
service. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  at  a  tip  situated  at  Wapseys  Wood  Pit,  Gerrards  Cross.  In  co-opeiation 
with  the  Amersham  Rural  District  Council,  all  refuse  is  dumped  in  the  first  instance  at  their  London  Road  Depot 
and  is  then  conveyed  by  means  of  bulk  transporters  to  the  Gen  aids  Cross  tip 

Bulky  Litter  Collection 

A  heavy  litter  collection  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  ten  years,  The  object  of  this  service  is  to  give 
facilities  to  householders  to  get  rid  of  accumulations  of  heavy  litter.  This  service  is  free  and  is  operated  by  the 
normal  refuse  collection  staff  on  Saturday  mornings;  it  is  a  “Special  Service”  and  not  more  than  one  collection 
is  made  from  any  one  property  during  the  year.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  the  service  and  it  appears  to  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  ratepayers. 

Owners  who  wished  to  dispose  of  their  old  vehicles  or  bulky  refuse  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  Council 
Scheme  and  dispose,  free  of  charge,  at  the  Amersham  tip.  Arrangements  were  made  for  vehicles  which  could 
not  be  driven  or  towed  to  the  tip  to  be  removed  by  the  Amersham  R  D.C.  hi-loader  and  the  owners  paid  a  small 
fixed  charge  for  this  service.  Seven  vehicles  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  this  way. 

One  vehicle  was  found  abandoned  in  the  district  and  was  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  Removal  and 
Disposal  ofVehicles  Regulations,  1968. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 

Food  Sampling 

Food  sampling  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Samples 
taken  in  1972  were  as  follows 

Milk  ..  ..  ..  29  All  Genuine 

Others  ..  ..  ..  15  All  Genuine 

Details  — 

Ravioli  with  meat  and  tomato  sauce,  Raspberry  jelly,  Fruit  loaf,  Cheese  ravioli,  Herring  fillets 
in  curry  sauce,  Lychees  in  syrup,  Creamed  mushrooms,  Stock  pot  soup,  Oxtail  soup,  Mini  chips, 
Coffee  sugar,  Blue  food  colour,  Flavoured  ground  rice,  Mango  juice  (2). 

Food  —  Complaints 

As  a  result  of  complaints  from  purchasers  of  food  the  following  items  were  investigated  — 

(1)  Black  particles  in  bottles  of  milk;  they  proved  to  be  atmospheric  dust  surrounded  by 
globules  of  fat. 

(2)  A  T“  nail  found  by  a  pupil  in  a  beefburger  she  was  eating  in  a  school  canteen.  Prosecuted 
and  fined  £60  plus  £4  costs. 

(3)  The  discovery  of  blackish  particles  in  whipping  cream;  the  particles  consisted  of  carbonised 
milk  with  traces  of  iron. 

(4)  A  chocolate  cream  cake  affected  by  rodent  excreta.  The  seller  was  subsequently  prosecuted 
and  fined  £30  plus  £7  costs. 

(5)  A  complaint  that  a  jar  of  raspberry  jelly  had  a  synthetic  taste;  the  complaint  was  not 
substantiated  by  the  Analyst. 

(6)  A  bread  roll  containing  a  piece  of  metal. 

(7)  A  stone  (rock  )  in  a  can  of  peaches. 

(8)  Mites  found  in  packets  of  semolina. 

Food  Premises 

Routine  inspections  were  continued  of  food  premises  in  the  District  and  every  effort  was  made  to  encourage 
food  handlers  to  maintain  care  in  their  work. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  District,  together  with  the  number 
of  inspections  made  :  — 
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Type  of  Business 

Bakehouses 

Number  in 

District 

1 

Number  of 

inspections  made 

1 

Butchers 

3 

4 

Canteens,  Factory  .. 

1 

1 

Canteens,  School 

5 

2 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

Grocers,  Retail 

5 

11 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 

1 

1 

Public  Houses 

6 

7 

Licensed  Clubs 

3 

2 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets.etc.) 

3 

3 

Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream.  Six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  wrapped  ice-cream  only.  Two  samples  of  loose  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  proved  satisfactory. 

Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 

Game  Licences 

No  licences  were  issued  to  dealers  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning 

Three  cases  of  suspected  Food  Poisoning  were  investigated  during  the  year.  Two  cases  were  confirmed. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Local 

All  other  incl. 

Authority 

Dwelling 

BuSiness 

Depots  etc. 

Houses 

Agricultural 

&  Industry 

ToKal 

2. 

Total  number  of  properties  in  L.A's  district. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by  L.A. 
as  a  result  — 

2 

2,739 

9 

297 

3,047 

30 

a.  of  notification 

- 

29 

1 

- 

b.  otherwise 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Number  of  properties  (under  2)  found  to 
be  infected  hy  rats  — 

a.  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b„  Minor 

- 

18 

1 

- 

19 

4. 

Number  of  properties  (under  2)  found  to 
be  infested  by  mice  — 

a.  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b.  Minor 

- 

2 

- 

• 

2 

5. 

Number  of  infested  properties  (under  3  & 

4)  treated  by  L.A. 

. 

20 

- 

21 

6. 

Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  4 
for 

a.  Treatment 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

b.  Structural  works 

- 

- 

• 

“ 
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7.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken  by  L.A.  following  issue  of  notice  under  S.4  —  0. 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  —  0. 

9.  Number  of  “block  control”  schemes  carried  out  —  0. 

Fifty-four  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps  and  45  nests  were  destroyed.  Advice  and  treatment  of 
insect  infestations  were  also  carried  out  during  the  year. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Below  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  annual  return  of  premises  registered  by  the  L.A.  under  the  Act 


Type  of  premises  registered 


No.  of  No.  of  persons  No.  of 

premises  employed  inspections 


Offices  ..  ..  12 

Retail  Shops  ..  ..  19 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  .. 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public,  Canteens  ..  ..  3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

No  accidents  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 


92  6 

65  13 

3 

26  2 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

™j 

Premises 

0) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 
prosecuted  ! 

(5) 

-  0) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

1 

1 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 

14 

11 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  L.A.(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

m 

m 

TOTAL 

15 

12 

“ 

L J 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  Nil. 

Defects  remedied:  4  (Sanitary  conveniences  found  insufficient, 

defective  and  not  separate  for  sexes). 


3.  Outworks,  S.llO(iXc):  Number  —  Nil.  Notices,  etc.:  —  Nil, 
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RICKMANSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


COMMUNITY  SERVICES  COMMITTEE  1972/73 


Councillors 

L.  V.  Reason  (Chairman) 

Dr.  P.  S.  B.  Russell  (Vice-Chairman) 

S.  R.  Evans,  M.A, (Cantab). 

W.  Falcon 

Mrs.  G.  Fenton 

D.  R.  Gahan 

Mrs.  A.  Shaw  M.A.  (Oxon.) 

A.H.Witney,  J.P. 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

STAFF 

F.  W.  KEENE 

Cert. Royal  Society  of  Health  and  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Joint  Board,  Cert.Insp.  Meat  &  Other 
Foods,  Cert,  of  Smoke  Inspn. 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  D.  C.  CAHILL 


Cert.  Royal  Society  of  Health  and  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Joint  Board,  Cert.Insp.  Meat  &  Other 
Foods.  Cert,  of  Smoke  Inspn. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

W.  HUMBER 

Cert.  Royal  Society  of  Health  and  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Joint  Board,  Cert.Insp.  Meat  &  Other 
Foods. 

CLERK 

MISS  D.  J.  SATCHEL 
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TABLE  I  (R) 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water) 

Highest  Point  —  Long  Lane  at  junction  with  Chorleywood  boundary 

Lowest  point  —  Buckingham  County  Boundary  on  A412 

Estimated  mid-year  population  .. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  .. 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .. 

1972 

7,639  acres 
410  feet 

130  feet 

29,470 

10,007 

£2,425,064 

£23,381 

Average 

1962/71 

Number  of  births 

394 

418 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

13.4 

13.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.13 

- 

Standardised  birth  rate 

15.1 

14.7 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

13 

19 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  .. 

3 

5 

Number  of  deaths 

287 

273 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

9.7 

9.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.10 

- 

Standardised  death  rate 

10.7 

10.7 

Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  year) 

107 

145 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

3 

7 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

8 

17.2 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  month 

2 

5 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  per  1,000  live  births)  5 

12.8 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

2 

5 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1 ,000  live  births)  5 

11.1 

Number  of  stillbirths 

3 

4 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  births,  live  and  still)  .. 

8 

8.6 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  early  neonatal  deaths)  .. 

13 

19.6 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VARIOUS  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  RICKMANSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  1962-1971 
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TABLE  III  (R) 
DEATHS  1972 
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TABLE  IV  (R) 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1972 


Age  Group 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Under  1 

- 

- 

- 

• 

. 

1  - 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4- 

7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5-9 

49 

1 

- 

2 

- 

10-  14 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15-24 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

25  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

75 

2 

1 

5 

3 

(The  age  distribution  for  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  Table  IX) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Introduction 


Domestic  Supply 


Swimming  Pools 


The  Aquadrome 


The  shadow  of  reorganisation  fell  over  Local  Government  at  the  beginning  of  1972.  At 
one  stage  it  threatened  to  obliterate  the  greater  part  of  the  traditional  environmental 
health  scene  on  which  the  sun  or  order  and  progress,  so  far  as  Public  Health  Inspectors 
were  concerned,  had  shone  on  the  whole  brightly  for  nigh  on  a  hundred  years.  The  shadow 
was,  however,  largely  dispelled  by  the  Local  Government  Act  1972  which  allowed  the  role 
of  Public  Health  Inspector  to  flourish  strongly,  albeit  by  the  name  of  a  “proper  officer” 
rather  than  by  a  specific  designation.  By  the  end  of  1972  when  the  same  painstaking  but 
unspectacular  work  of  preserving  environmental  health  standards  had  continued,  it  was  a 
relief  to  be  virtually  assured  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector  was  still  to  be  actively 
involved  in  one  of  the  most  important  functions  assigned  by  the  Local  Government  Act  to 
district  councils.  Although  a  few  functions  such  as  the  enforcement  of  compositional 
standards  for  foods  and  drugs  were  proposed  to  be  transferred  to  the  County  Council 
there  was  every  prospect  that  such  other  traditional  duties  relating  to  the  repair,  demolition 
and  improvement  of  housing  in  the  private  sector  would  remain  with  the  officer-in-charge 
of  the  Environmental  Health  Department  who  would  also  take  over,  in  this  district, 
responsibility  for  the  refuse  collection  service  and  the  cleansing  and  maintenance  of  public 
conveniences.  The  prospect  of  a  soundly  based  environmental  health  administration  in  the 
foreseeable  future  was,  therefore,  reassuring  to  a  body  of  officers  trained  and  dedicated  to 
safeguarding  human  health. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Two  statutory  water  undertakings  supplied  all  properties  in  the  area  except  10  residential, 

1  commercial  and  2  industrial  premises.  The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  supplied 
by  the  companies  was  satisfactory;  it  was  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency;  the  natural 
fluoride  content  of  the  raw  water  did  not  exceed  O.lppm  and  no  additional  fluoride  was 
added;  the  water  (from  bores)  was  not  filtered  but  a  small  amount  (not  exceeding  O.lppm) 
of  chlorine  was  added.  The  companies  carried  out  regular  chemical  analyses  and  bacter¬ 
iological  examinations  of  the  water.  Nine  out  of  10  sporadic  samples  taken  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  were  satisfactory,  the  unsatisfactory  sample  being  private  well  water 
where  minor  contamination  of  the  distribution  system  had  occurred;  following  cleansing 
of  the  system,  a  follow-up  sample  was  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  1972,  2  private  and  5  County  schools  and  1  recreational  club  had  their  own 
pools.  All  had  water  circulation  and  sterilisation  equipment  and  emphasis  was  again  placed 
by  the  Department  on  checking  chlorine  levels  in  the  pools  during  the  swimming  season. 

2  samples  from  private  school  pools  were  satisfactory. 

The  ban  on  swimming  in  Bury  Lake  continued  during  the  year  until  late  July  when  regular 
monitoring  had  failed  to  detect  schistosome  cercariae  which  had  been  the  cause  of 
dermatitis  to  some  swimmers  in  1970  and  1971.  At  the  end  of  1972  the  report  of  the  biologi 
on  his  3  year  investigation  into  the  problem  confirmed  that  the  evidence  both  from  clinical 
tests  on  persons  affected  and  from  several  species  of  snails  recovered  from  the  lake  pointed 
very  strongly  to  the  cause  being  cercariae  of  the  ocellate  group  of  furcocercariae. 
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Unfit  Dwellings 
Disrepair 


Improvement 

Grants 


Qualification 

Certificates 


Overcrowding 


The  report  indicated  that  the  infection  might  be  endemic  in  Bury  Lake  but  conceded  that 
marked  fluctuations  were  likely  to  occur  due  to  variations  in  climatic  conditions,  snail 
population  and  the  numbers  of  infected  water  birds  wintering  in  the  area.  The  long  term 
solution  of  providing  a  suitable  purpose-built  swimming  pool  as  part  of  a  scheme  for  the 
development  of  the  Aquadrome  was  accepted  in  principle  by  the  Council  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  short  term  not  to  impose  a  complete  ban  on  swimming  for  the  1973  season  but  to 
display  warning  notices  and  keep  a  close  check  on  the  condition  of  Bury  Lake. 


HOUSING 


14  houses  were  included  in  Clearance  Areas  which  together  with  3  further  houses  and  other 
land  were  included  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1972. 

Repairs  to  houses  were  again  achieved  mainly  in  two  ways: 

(i)  through  the  use  of  improvement  grants;  and 

(ii)  by  informal  requirements  of  the  Department  prior  to  the 
issue  of  Qualification  Certificates. 

The  number  of  applications  for  both  improvement  (“discretionary’")  and  standard  grants 
showed  an  increase  of  about  40%  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  A  few  applications 
were  due  to  the  direct  publicity  initiated  by  the  Council  in  1972  but  the  majority  resulted 
from  the  initiative  of  owner-occupiers,  some  of  whom  improved  houses  vacated  by  elderly 
persons. 

Early  in  1972  the  Council  formulated  a  new  policy  on  improvement  grants  which,  without 
being  financially  extravagant,  would,  it  was  hoped,  encourage  a  good  standard  of  improve¬ 
ment  and  repair  to  our  older  houses.  The  Council  again  confirmed,  however,  that  grants 
would  generally  not  be  given  towards  such  improvements  as  central  heating,  double-glazing 
and  additional  bedroom/living  accommodation. 

10  applications  only  (compared  with  60  for  1971)  were  received  and  38  certificates  were 
issued  in  1972.  Although  owners  were  again  given  a  chance  to  carry  out  repairs  before  a 
certificate  was  refused,  9  applications  were  formally  refused.  5  combined  applications  for 
Qualification  Certificates  and  Improvement  Grants  were  also  received. 

The  Housing  (Finance)  Act  1972,  by  enabling  a  phased  transition  of  controlled  rents  to 
“fair”  rents,  resulted  in  relatively  few  tenanted  houses  remaining  subject  to  control  in  this 
district  by  the  end  of  1972  and  the  need  for  the  qualification  certificate  procedure  was 
substantially  reduced.  The  procedure,  like  its  predecessor,  the  certificate  of  disrepair  scheme 
under  the  Housing  Act  1957,  was  not  without  criticism,  but  secured  a  useful  amount  of 
repair  and  improvement  work  to  tenanted  houses. 

There  was  no  serious  problem  with  overcrowding  despite  the  severe  increase  in  house  prices 
which  occurred  in  1972  and  which  was  a  deterrent  to  newly-marrieds  finding  suitable  houses 
in  the  area.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  legal  standard  of  overcrowding 
dating  back  to  the  mid-thirties  is  abysmally  low  and  should  nc  longer  be  accepted  in  1972. 
No  house,  were  known  to  be  in  multiple  occupation  during  the  year. 
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Common  Lodging 
Houses 

Caravans 


Houseboats 


Food  Hygiene 


Food  Inspection 


There  were  no  such  houses  in  the  area. 


Seven  small  sites  accommodating  1 1  caravans  were  licensed  by  the  Council.  2  of  these  were 
subject  to  temporary  planning  permission  and  the  conditions  attached  to  the  site  licence 
issued  by  the  Department  reflected  the  short-term  nature  of  the  sites. 

i 

In  addition  a  (licensed)  site  containing  6  permanent  residential  caravans  and  12  travelling 
showmen’s  caravans  was  in  existence.  No  serious  problems  arose  from  these  sites  or  from 
itinerants. 

There  were  no  proposals  for  a  special  site  in  the  district  for  itinerants,  it  having  been  accepted 
by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  that  adequate  provisions  had  been  made  by  this  Council. 

A  survey  of  houseboats  registered  by  British  Waterways  Board  showed  that  30  such  boats, 
privately  owned  and  occupied  permanently  for  habitation,  were  stationed  on  canals  in  the 
area  in  1972.  Following  a  promise  of  co-operation  by  British  Waterways,  the  Council 
adopted  standards  for  this  type  of  housing  accommodation  which  covered  not  only  such 
external  facilities  as  refuse  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements  but  also  their  use,  structural 
condition  and  equipment.  The  standards  were  accepted  by  the  Board  which  also  undertook 
by  the  certification  procedure  available  in  the  British  Waterways  Act  1971,  to  secure  the 
removal  of  any  boat  not  complying  with  them  and  to  exert  pressure  on  the  owners  of  private 
land  to  which  the  boats  were  moored  to  provide  suitable  external  facilities.  The  Council, 
whilst  accepting  that  this  type  of  problem  was  essentially  local  and  appreciating  the  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  the  British  Waterways  Board,  regretted  that  this  indirect  course  of  action  was  the 
only  one  open  to  them  to  achieve  limited  control  of  an  apparently  growing  environmental 
and  housing  problem,  due  to  the  absence  of  other  effective  national  legislation.  Only  1  boat 
was  considered  so  unfit  for  habitation  as  to  warrant  its  removal  or  replacement  and  discussions 
to  secure  either  of  these  courses  and  the  implementation  of  the  other  standards  were  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


FOOD 


Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  and  vehicles  were  made  throughout  1972  to  check 
compliance  with  relevant  legislation.  Informal  notices  sufficed  to  secure  the  necessary 
compliance  in  all  but  one  case.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a  large  national  food 
firm  for  the  use  of  a  dirty  delivery  vehicle  carrying  pre-packed  food.  Although  the  case  was 
strenuously  defended,  the  local  magistrates’  court  convicted  the  defendants  who  subsequently 
applied  to  the  High  Court  for  an  order  of  mandamus  requiring  the  justices  to  state  a  case. 

The  application  which  was  likely  to  be  of  crucial  importance  to  the  successful  enforcement  of 
the  law  relating  to  the  transport  of  pre-packed  food  was  due  to  be  heard  in  1973. 

(a)  Meat 

There  were  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  no  notices  of  occasional  slaughtering  were 
received  in  1972. 
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Food  Poisoning 

Composition  of 
Food  &  Drugs 


(b)  Poultry 

There  were  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

(c)  Milk 

8  complaints  of  dirt,  foreign  matter  etc.  were  received.  In  3  cases  no  action  was  taken,  in 
4  others  successful  prosecutions  were  taken  (including  one  delayed  from  1971)  and  2  further 
cases  were  due  to  be  heard  in  the  magistrates’  court  in  1973. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  and  to  avoid  duplication  of  effort,  samples  to 
detect  Brucella  Arbortus  were  taken  by  the  County  Council  who  have  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  concerning  Rickmansworth  :  — 

(i)  No.  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  ...  1 5 

(ii)  No.  found  positive  ...  1 

(iii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  samples:  Relevant  farms  referred  to 

veterinary  authorities; 
milk  sent  for  heat  treatment; 
farm  employees  advised 
against  drinking  raw  milk. 


(d)  Unsound  Food 

30  complaints  (an  increase  of  7  over  the  figure  for  1971)  were  received  of  the  sale  of  food 
(other  than  milk)  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition:  foreign  matter,  mould,  other  indications 
of  staleness  and/or  decomposition.  Thcrough  investigations  were  made  of  all  complaints, 

2  successful  prosecutions  were  taken  and  1  other  case  was  awaiting  hearing  at  the  end  of  the 
year  (Table  VII). 

5  other  firms  were  warned  about  bad  food.  The  continuing  upward  trend  in  the  number  of 
complaints  about  food  is  disquieting  and  a  reflection  on  our  methods  of  manufacturing, 
storing  and  distributing  food.  The  Government’s  intention  to  legislate  on  open-date  stamping 
of  food,  which  could  reduce  the  amount  of  stale  food  sold,  was  therefore  to  be  welcomed 
although  it  was  recognised  that  some  practical  and  legal  problems  remained  to  be  solved. 

No  cases  were  confirmed  in  1972. 

The  Council  is  a  Food  &  Drugs  Authority.  84  informal  and  4  formal  routine  samples  of 
foods  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  routine  samples  were  satisfactory  except 
for  2  foods  incorrectly  labelled  and  2  pork  sausages  sold  without  a  declaration  of  the 
presence  of  preservative.  Informal  action  secured  the  necessary  remedies. 

Samples  submitted  following  complaints  comprised  :  — 


Orange  j  uice  with  insufficient  juice  or  added  water  (a) 

Maggot  in  rhubarb  pie  served  with  meal  (b) 

Milk  (4  cases)  (c) 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  bottle  with  foreign  body  (d) 

Canned  Soup  with  mould  growth  (e) 

“New  Season”  Hazel  Nuts  coloured  to  conceal  staleness  (f) 
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Pesticide  Residues 


Industrial 


Domestic 


Factories 


(a)  Formal  sample  certified  genuine. 

(b)  Unsatisfactory  evidence  —  no  action. 

(c)  4  Legal  proceedings.  Fines  of  £267  including  costs. 

(d)  “Foreign  body”  a  flaw  in  glass  bottle.  No  action. 

(e)  Unsatisfactory  evidence.  No  action. 

(f)  Colouring  matter  allowed  by  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations. 

Nuts  genuine. 

The  Council  participated  in  1972  in  a  further  national  survey  for  pesticides  in  foods,  which 
was  a  follow  up  of  a  similar  survey  conducted  in  1968.  The  object:  to  determine  to  what 
extent,  if  any,  the  satisfactory  levels  of  pesticide  residues  found  in  foods  in  1968  had  changed; 
the  method,  to  analyse  through  a  carefully  selected  number  of  Food  &  Drugs  Authorities 
(based  on  geography  and  population)  a  representative  number  of  samples  most  likely  to 
contain  pesticide  residues.  As  required  by  the  scheme,  4  samples  only  of  meat  and  meat 
products  were  submitted  to  the  Council’s  Public  Analyst  for  analysis.  The  report  on  the  survey 
was  expected  in  1973. 


AIR  POLLUTION 


The  few  occasional  emissions  of  dark  smoke  from  industrial  chimneys  were  quickly  dealt 
with  informally  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  plants  in  this  area  being  modern  oil-fired 
installations  which  operated  generally  well  within  the  legal  limits.  It  was,  however, 
necessary  to  serve  a  “prohibition”  notice  under  the  Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances) 
Act,  1969,  on  the  owners  of  a  factory  where  repeated  nuisance  was  being  caused  from  the 
negligent  discharge  of  unburnt  sawdust  feeding  a  wood  waste  factory.  The  Council  also 
authorised  the  service  of  a  notice  on  a  large  manufacturing  firm  requiring  the  measurement 
of  dust  and  grit  from  one  of  their  boiler  chimneys. 

The  report  of  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  on  the  results  of  the  measurement  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  in  S.E.  England  from  1961  —  1970,  which  was  published  in  1972, 
showed  that  the  smoke  concentration  recorded  at  the  Mill  End  site  (one  of  3  at  which  air 
pollution  had  been  measured  in  this  district)  was  well  above  the  Regional  Urban  average. 
This  did  not,  of  course,  mean  that  Rickmansworth  as  a  whole  was  a  badly  polluted  district; 
quite  clearly  it  was  not.  Like  all  districts,  however,  containing  areas  of  high  or  medium 
density  housing,  there  were  local  foci  of  pollution.  The  Council  resolved  to  carry  out 
further  measurements  of  air  pollution  in  Croxley  Green  over  a  12—18  month  period  which 
would  complete  the  measurements  over  the  most  densely  populated  parts  of  the  district. 


PLACES  OF  WORK 

A  summary  of  the  inspections  made  under  the  Factories  Act  and  of  the  number  of  outworkers 
in  the  district  is  set  out  in  Table  X.  Only  2  factories  were  supplied  with  water  from  private 
bores,  the  wholesomeness  of  which  was  satisfactory. 
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Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises 
Act  1963 


Shops  Acts 


1 .  Registration  and  Inspection 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  and  on  the  register  at 
31st  December  1972  with  the  relevant  number  of  persons  employed  were  as  follows 


Number  of  premises 
newly-registered 
during  the  year. 

Registered 

premises 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Offices 

8 

103 

974 

Retail  Shops  .. 

11 

167 

653 

Wholesale  Shops  &  Warehouses 

- 

2 

119 

Catering  Establishments  and  Canteens 

1 

32 

170 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

. 

20 

304 

1,916 

(845  males  and  1,071  females) 


It  is  again  emphasised  that  the  above  figures  included  only  those  premises  to  which  the  Act 
applied  and  excluded,  for  example,  businesses  in  which  employees  worked  for  less  than  21 
hours  per  week,  businesses  in  which  the  only  employees  were  closely  related  to  the  employer 
and  offices  in  factories  and  Crown  properties  for  which  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  was 
responsible. 

2.  Accidents 

No  accidents  arising  on  registered  premises  were  recorded.  From  time  to  time  all  occupiers 
of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  are  reminded  of  their  legal  obligations  to  notify 
certain  accidents  to  the  local  authority  but,  despite  this,  it  appears  that  some  minor  accidents 
are  still  not  notified. 

3.  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations 

One  notification  only  was  received  regarding  the  non-compliance  with  these  Regulations  of 
a  lift  on  licensed  premises.  The  necessary  repairs  to  the  lift  were  secured  by  informal  action. 

4.  Enforcement 

The  standards  required  by  the  Act  are  now  well  known  and  no  major  problems  were  encountered 
in  the  enforcement  work  carried  out  by  the  3  Inspectors  of  the  Department  during  1972, 
usually  during  visits  to  premises  for  other  purposes. 

The  enforcement  of  these  Acts  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Council  and  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  work,  however,  is  not  related  to  public  health  but  is  oftan 
carried  out  conveniently  when  visits  to  shops  are  made  under  other  legislation.  No  serious 
infringements  of  the  Act  were  observed  and  no  complaints  were  received. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Petroleum  Storage 


Nuisances 


Pest  Control 


Sewers/Manholes 


Pigeons 


Squirrels 


The  Department  was  not  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  relating  to  this  subject, 
the  necessary  duties  being  undertaken  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor. 

Of  all  the  nuisances  which  a  Public  Health  Department  normally  deals  with,  noise  is  arguably 
the  most  difficult  to  control.  Considering  the  advance  in  technical  knowledge  in  this  field, 
it  is  pertinent  to  ask  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  when  the  control  of  at  least  some  noise 
levels  could  be  removed  from  the  nuisance  procedure,  cumbersome  and  subjective  as  it  is, 
and  be  subject  to  defined  legal  and  technical  standards.  Although  the  task  might  well  be 
formidable,  the  difficulty  of  taking  effective  action  on  subjective  opinions  is  at  least  as 
formidable  and  often  frustrating. 

Two  such  nuisances  occurring  in  1972  which  illustrate  this  problem  will  suffice.  In  one  case 
the  flying  of  model  aircraft  on  Common  Moor  caused  complaint  from  a  minority  of  residents 
in  the  vicinity  but  in  view  of  the  differing  opinions  and  other  factors  the  Council  decided  not 
to  take  formal  action.  In  the  other  case  the  use  of  a  gas  operated  device  for  scaring  birds 
from  a  fruit  orchard  for  about  2  months  of  the  year  led  the  Council  to  seek  a  nuisance  order 
under  the  Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances)  Act  1969.  The  case  was  twice  adjourned  to 
enable  all  the  parties  to  agree  on  measures  to  mitigate  the  nuisance. 

Due  to  continuing  concern  about  the  level  of  noise  from  commercial  aircraft,  the  Council 
decided  to  join  the  Local  Authorities"  Aircraft  Noise  Council,  whose  membership,  representing 
local  authorities  near  Heathrow  Airport,  was  increasing  rapidly. 

A  free  service  was  again  provided  to  householders  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  which, 
on  business  and  agricultural  premises,  were  dealt  with  at  the  occupier’s  expense. 

Wasps  were  also  dealt  with  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  50p.  78  nests  were  destroyed  in  1972 
which  was  a  substantial  decrease  from  the  record  number  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year. 

Table  XI  shows  details  of  rat  and  mice  infestations  dealt  with  in  1972. 

A  routine  sewer  treatment  for  rats  was  carried  out  in  a  selected  number  of  lengths  of  foul 
sewer  and  a  small  number  of  infested  manholes  was  satisfactorily  treated  by  Warfarin. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  record  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  resistance  of  the  local  rat 
population  to  the  anti-coagulant  poison,  Warfarin. 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Operative  was  again  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
&  Food  in  the  use  of  narcotics  which  are  employed  against  feral  pigeons.  The  only  trouble¬ 
some  site  in  the  area  was  Baldwins  Lane  railway -bridge  where  action  is  needed  from  time  to 
time  to  reduce  the  number  of  birds  roosting  under  it. 

Although  a  few  complaints  were  received  in  1972  of  nuisance  from  squirrels,  the  Council 
decided  for  the  time  being  not  to  provide  a  service  similar  to  the  rat  and  mouse  destruction 
service.  The  reasons  were  mainly  a  shortage  of  manpower  and  the  impending  reorganisation 
of  Local  Government. 
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Animal  Boarding 
Establishments 
Act  1963 


Pet  Animals 
Act  1951 

Riding 
Establishments 
Act  1964 

Rag  Flock  &  Other 
Filling  Material 
Act  1951 


Drainage  and 
Sewerage 


Refuse  Collection 
and  Disposal 


Public 

Conveniences 


The  Council,  having  considered  the  recommendations  of  the  British  Veterinary  Association 
and  a  report  by  this  Department  on  the  sole  boarding  establishment  in  this  district,  resolved 
to  require  the  premises  to  comply  with  new  licence  conditions  with  effect  from  1st  January 
1973.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  owners  had  agreed  substantially  to  rebuild  the  premises  to 
provide  better  accommodation  for  animals  and  working  conditions  for  the  staff. 

There  were  only  2  premises  licensed  in  1972  to  keep  pets.  Both  were  satisfactorily  kept  and 
managed,  were  licensed  and  no  problems  arose  from  them. 

There  were  no  such  establishments  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


There  were  no  premises  registered  or  licensed  in  this  area. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  arrangements  for  sewerage  of  the  district  were  generally  satisfactory,  well  over  90%  of 
the  premises  being  sewered.  Disposal  continued  to  be  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  West 
Hertfordshire  Main  Drainage  Authority. 

Despite  the  restrictions  in  spending,  the  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  the  plan  to  sewer 
part  of  West  Hyde  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  private  consultants’  report  was  being 
studied. 

About  160 houses  in  the  urban  district  were  not  connected  to  a  public  sewer  and  the 
occupiers  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks 
which  was  carried  out  by  a  private  contractor  without  major  complaint. 

This  service  was  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor,  house  refuse  being  collected 
once  a  week  and,  in  certain  cases,  trade  refuse  being  collected  twice  weekly  from  commercial 
premises  at  the  occupiers’  expense.  House  and  trade  refuse  was  transported  by  the  Council’s 
own  vehicles  to  a  privately-owned  tip  outside  this  district.  Special  collections  of  bulky 
articles  were  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor’s  Department  at  reasonable  charge  and 
facilities  were  provided  for  the  reception  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles. 

Cleaning  and  maintenance  was  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor.  The  4  public 
conveniences  were  kept  in  a  reasonable  condition  despite  vandalism,  but  1  was  demolished 
during  the  year  due  to  its  unsuitable  position  in  relation  to  the  heavily  trafficked  Riverside 
Drive.  6  other  conveniences  were  situated  in  the  Aquadrome  and  recreation  grounds  owned 
by  the  Council  and  were  maintained  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  POISONOUS  WASTES 


Following  the  adverse  publicity  on  the  hazardous  disposal  of  certain  toxic  wastes,  the 
Government  quickly  enacted  the  Disposal  of  Poisonous  Wastes  Act  1972  and  its 
enforcement  was  made  the  responsibility  of  the  Department.  It  requires  the  disposal  of 
certain  toxic  wastes  to  be  notified  to  the  local  authority  in  whose  district  the  waste 
originates,  and  to  the  local  authority  and  river  authority  in  whose  districts  the  waste  is 
to  be  deposited.  In  view  of  the  frequently  recurring  need  to  dispose  of  waste,  a 
“season  ticket”  arrangement  was  introduced  for  notification  periods  varying  from  3  to 
12  months.  Discussions  with  the  2  firms  in  this  area  known  to  be  regularly  disposing  of 
substantial  quantities  of  toxic  waste  produced  satisfactory  agreements  on  methods  of 
notification  and  disposal.  The  need  continues,  however,  for  constant  vigilance  to  detect 
“fly”  tipping  of  poisonous  waste. 
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APPENDIX 


TABLE  I 

RECORDS  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  1972 

Complaints  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  401 

DWELLINGS 

Public  Health  Act  (disrepair)  ..  ..  ..  ..  45 

Housing  Act  (disrepair)  ..  ..  ..  ..  109 

Housing  Act  (improvement)  ..  ..  ..  ..  260 

Movable  dwellings  ..  ..  ..  ..  36 

PLACES  OF  WORK 

Power  Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  28 

Non-power  Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

(a)  Offices  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

(b)  Retail  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  84 

(c)  Catering  establishments  and  canteens  ..  ..  ..  8 

Revisits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

Accidents 

SHOPS  ACT  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  101 

FOOD 

Food  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 

Food  Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Ice-cream  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Restaurants,  canteens,  public  houses  ..  ..  ..  127 

Retail  food  shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  100 

Mobile  shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Other  food  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Food  (adulteration)  samples  ..  ..  ..  ..  88 

Food  (bacteriological)  samples  ..  ..  ..  7 

AIR 

Industrial  Smoke  Control  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Industrial  observations  ..  ..  ..  22 
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TABLE  I  —  Cont’d. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Accumulations  ..  ..  ..  ..  25 

Animals  and  Birds  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Canal/House  Boats  ..  ..  ..  ..  44 

Cesspools,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  37 

Disinfestations  ..  ..  ..  ..  70 

Deposits  (dust/asbestos,  etc.)  ..  ..  ..  ..  23 

Drainage  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  259 

Huts,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  ..  ..  ..  68 

Insect  Pests  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  97 

Offensive  Odours  ..  ..  ..  ..  38 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Refuse  Disposal  ..  ..  ..  ..  44 

Rivers,  streams,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  44 

Schools  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

Stables/Piggeries  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Swimming  Pools  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

OTHER  ACTS 

Pests  Act  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  50 

Animals  Acts  (Pets,  Boarding  and  Riding  Establishments)  ..  ..  5 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 14 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act 

Deposit  of  Poisonous  Wastes  Act  ..  ..  ..  16 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Control  of  Immigrants  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Interviews  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  418 

Attendance  at  Court  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Lectures  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Unclassified  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  197 

Water  Samples  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 


TABLE  II 
HOUSING 


Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  during  1972  ..  ..  55 

Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1972  ..  53 

Total  number  of  dwellings  built  by  Council  since  1945  ..  ..  1,454 

Total  number  of  dwellings  built  by  private  enterprise  since  1945  ..  ..  1,430 

Number  of  Council  dwellings  occupied  on  31st  December  1972  ..  ..  1,987 
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TABLE  III 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  OTHER  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Houses  Displaced  during  year 

Demolished  Persons  Families 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  - 
As  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Section  17(1) 
of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Under  Section  17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  of 
the  Housing  Act  1957 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 
DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

After  formal  Notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act  1957 


TABLE  IV 
FOOD 

Types  of  Food  Premises  within  the  Urban  District 
at  31st  December  1972 

Retail  Food  Shops 
Hotels  and  Public  Houses  .. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Industrial  and  Commercial  Canteens 
School  Canteens 
Clubs 

Bakehouses 
Food  Factories 


122 

32 

37 

13 

16 

20 

1 

2 


1  1 
1 


By  Local 
By  Owner  Authority 

34 


All  these  premises  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  where  applicable. 


Food  Premises  Registered  by  the  Council  under  Section  16, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Ice-cream  Dealers  ..  ..  ..  44 

Preserved  Food  Manufacturers  ..  ..  19 
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TABLE  V 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963/65 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  the  above  Regulations  were  held  as  follows 


Dealers  Licences 

2 
24 
10 
12 

All  licence  holders  are  registered  as  milk  distributors. 


Designated  Milk 

Untreated  Milk 
Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilised  Milk 
Ultra  Heat  Treated  Milk 


TABLE  VI 
ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES 


Bacteriological  Samples 

Unsatisfactory  Grades  3  and  4  2 


TABLE  VII 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
Legal  Proceedings  in  respect  of  the  preparation  or  sale  of  food 


No. 

Section 

Alleged  Offence 

Result 

Fines 

Costs  payable 
by  Defendant 

1 

2  &  135 

Insect  pupa  in  milk 

Conviction 

£40 

2 

2 

Paper  and  coin  in  bottle  of 
school  milk 

59 

£75 

£10  ; 

3 

2  &  1 13 

Insect  in  tin  of  fruit 

59 

£25 

4 

2 

Soil  and  dried  milk  film  in 
bottle  of  milk 

55 

£30 

£12 

5 

2 

Rubber  band  in  meat  pasty 

55 

£30 

6 

2 

Grass,  dried  milk  film  and 
mould  growth  in  bottle  of 
milk 

95 

£100 

7 

2 

Mouldy  pasty 

Awaiting  hearing 
1973 

8 

2  ■ 

Mould  in  milk  bottle 

55 

9 

2 

Brown  staining  due  to  mould 
growth  in  bottle  of  milk 

59 

74 


TABLE  VIII 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Infringements  of  Act  in  79  premises  inspected  during  1972 


Overcrowding  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Uncleanly  condition  of  premises  ..  ..  ..  6 

Inadequate  provision  for  maintaining  reasonable  temperature  ..  6 

Inadequate  light  or  ventilation  ..  ..  ..  5 

Unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  ..  ..  3 

Inadequate  hot  water,  clean  towels,  etc.  for  hand-washing  ..  ..  4 

Defective  condition  of  floors  or  stairs  ..  ..  ..  2 

Failure  to  display  prescribed  Abstract  of  the  Act  ..  ..  14 

No  thermometer  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Other  matters  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 
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TABRIZ  IX 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


INSPECTIONS 

No. on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  3,  4  and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

5 

2 

1 

_ 

Factories  not  included  above  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

123 

28 

1 

. 

Total 

128 

30 

1 

- 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

W.C.  unsatisfactory/insufficient  1  1 
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TABLE  X 


OUTWORK  (SECTIONS  133  AND  134) 

No.  of  factories 

Factories  inside  district  employing  outworkers 

outside  the  district  1 

Factories  inside  district  employing  outworkers 

inside  the  district  1 

Factories  outside  district  employing  outworkers 

inside  the  district  3 


No.  of  outworkers 

579 

11 

14 


TABLE  XI 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  :  — 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 

for  reasons  other  than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


10,007 

236 

170 

36 

50 

1 

Nil 
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WATFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  -  1972/73 

Councillors  Mrs.  G.  Morison  (Chairman) 
M.  J.  Young  (Vice-Chairman) 
K.  E.  Gough 
G.  L.  Hawkins 
Mrs.  M.  A.  I.  Kitchingman 
G.  F.  Ladell 
Mrs,  M.  E.  McNally 

E.  H.  Nimmo 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Taylor 
Mrs.  P.  W„  Wildmore 

F.  R.  Wilson 
J.E.G.  Wilson 


STAFF 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  F.  REEVE 

Cert.  S.  I.  J.  B. 


DEPUTY  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


SENIOR  CLERK 


J.  CABOURNE 

Cert.  S.  I.  J.  B.,  Cert.Inspn.  of  Meat  & 
Other  Foods,  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn, 

F.  VALENTINE 

Cert.  S.  I.  J.  B.,  Cert.Inspn.  of  Meat  & 
Other  Foods,  Testamur  Inst.  P.C. 

A.  V.  SULLIVAN 

Dip.  P.  H.  I.  E.  B. 

T.  B  ROSAMOND 

Cert,  S.  I.  J.  B.,  Cert.Inspn,  of  Meat  & 
Other  Foods,  Cert.  San.  Science 

MISS  M.  HAMILTON 
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TABLE  I(W) 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  Civic  Parishes  —  Abbots  Langley 

Aldenham 

Sarratt 

Watford  Rural 

Total  area  (land  and  inland  water) 


1972 

5,558.9  acres 
5,445.0  acres 
4,587.4  acres 
2,190.7  acres 

17,782.0  acres 


Estimated  mid  year  population  55,850 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  16,455 

Rateable  value  £3,024,198 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £29,612 


Average 

1962/71 


Number  of  births 

0* 

607 

710 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

10.9 

12.2 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.01 

- 

Standardised  birth  rate 

11.0 

11.8 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

32 

54 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births 

5 

8 

Number  of  deaths 

548 

524 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

9.8 

9.0 

Area  comparability  factor 

0.96 

- 

Standardised  death  rate 

9.4 

10.0 

Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  year) 

59 

186 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

9 

11 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  live  births)  .. 

15 

14.9 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  .. 

CO 

5 

8 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  month  per  1,000  live  bir+v»s) 

8 

11.0 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  .. 

CO 

5 

7 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births) 

8 

9.3 

Number  of  stillbirths 

O  0 

7 

9 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  births,  live  and  still) 

06 

11 

12.4 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  early  neonatal  deaths) 

o  a 

20 

21.6 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VARIOUS  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  WATFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  1962/71 
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Vital  statistics  based  on  a  calculated  population  of  55,410  due  to  boundary  changes 


TABLE  III  (W) 
DEATHS  1972 
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Table  III  (W)  -  Cont’d. 
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Table  III  (W)  Cont’d. 
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TABLE  IV (W) 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1972 


Age  Group 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Post 

Infectious 

Under  1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I  1  ” 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3  - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4- 

9 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

27 

1 

5 

3 

- 

1 

1 

10-14 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

- 

15-24 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

11 

- 

25  &  over 

1 

- 

- 

5 

2 

41 

- 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

TOTAL 

47 

2 

|  7 

13 

4 

on 

00 

L 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

a.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  Action  Taken 

a.  Clearance  areas  declared 

b.  Unfit  houses  included  in  a.  above 

c.  Individual  houses  demolished  .. 

d„  Individual  houses  closed 

.  e.  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

fi  Dwellings  rendered  fit  :  — 

L  Informal  action  .. 
ii  Formal  action 

3.  Overcrowding 

a.  Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year 

b.  Premises  found  to  be  statutorily  overcrowded  during  the  year 

c.  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

a.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

b.  Undertakings  given  by  landlord 

c.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  revoked 

5.  Improvement  Grants 

a.  Applications  made  for  Discretionary  G/ants  .. 

b.  Giants  approved 

c.  Applications  made  for  Standard  Grants 

d.  Grants  approved 


534 

583 


2 


24 


2 

2 


22 

21 

4 

3 


6.  Housing  Act  1969  —  Qualification  Certificates 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  came  into  effect  generally  on  25th  August  1969.  contained  special 
provisions  for  the  removal  from  rent  control  of  dwellings  attaining  a  certain  standard  of  repair  and 
amenity,  and  for  the  fixing  of  a  “regulated”  rent  in  such  cases,  subject  to  the  Local  Authority  granting 
to  the  landlord,  on  his  application,  a  “Qualification  Certificate”  for  this  purpose.  In  order  to  meet 
the  required  qualifying  standard  the  dwelling  must  be  provided  [Sec. 44(1)]  with  the  standard 
amenities  [Le.  bath,  wash  hand  basin,  sink  (hot  water  supply  to  these  fittings)  and  water-closet] ,  to  be 
in  good  repair  having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and  locality,  and  must  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 

If  the  dwelling  is  not  so  provided  with  the  standard  amenities,  the  landlord  may  apply  [Sec„44(2)] 
for  a  qualification  certificate  and  at  the  same  time  submit  plans  and  specification  in  respect  of  works 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  qualifying  conditions. 
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(a)  Standard  amenities  already  provided:  Sec.  44(1) 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  at  the  beginning  of  year  ..  15 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year  ..  ..  7 

No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  ..  ..  15 

No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  refused  ..  ..  2 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  year  ..  4 

No.  of  applications  withdrawn  ..  ..  ..  1 


(b)  Improvement  Cases:  Sec.44(2) 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  at  beginning  of  year 

No.  of  applications  received 

No.  of  provisional  certificates  issued 

No.  of  qualification  certificates  issued  .. 


7.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 
a.  By  the  Local  Authority 

40 

b.  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations 

•  .. 

- 

c.  By  private  persons 

Houses 

84 

Flats 

21 

7 

6 

3 


8.  Licensed  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  four  large  sites  in  the  Districts  :— 

Highview  Caravan  Park,  Kings  Langley 
Newlands  Caravan  Site,  Bedmond 
Brookside,  Eastbury  Road,  Oxhey 
Langleyview  Caravan  Park,  Abbots  Langley  .. 


104  caravans 
60  caravans 
70  caravans 
30  caravans 


There  are  in  addition  10  small  sites  accommodating  39  caravans  in  all. 

A  further  three  sites  are  subject  to  discontinuance  and  run-down  procedure  comprising  8  caravans. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply  The  majority  of  the  District  is  served  by  a  public  mains  supply  provided  by  :— 

The  Colne  Valley  Water  Company 

The  Rickmansworth  &  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 

The  Watford  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

Apart  from  17  dwellings  which  have  a  water  supply  from  private  wells,  the  dwellings  in  the 
district  are  provided  with  a  piped  mains  supply  direct  to  the  dwelling. 

Two  samples  of  main  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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Swimming  Pools 


Public 

Conveniences 


Dwellings  not 
connected 


General 


Refuse  Collection 


Twenty -eight  samples  of  private  well  water  supplies  were  submitted  dur  ing  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination,  of  which  20  were  of  acceptable  standard.  The  eight  unsatis¬ 
factory  results  related  to  five  premises  and  in  each  case  contamination  was  traced  to  the 
distribution  system  and  not  to  the  underground  source  of  supply.  In  these  cases, 
following  advice  on  the  cleaning,  sterilisation  and  protection  of  the  storage  and  distribution 
system,  the  sources  of  contamination  were  eliminated  and  satisfactory  follow-up  samples 
obtained.  In  one  instance  an  automatic  chlorination  apparatus  was  installed  as  an  additional 
precaution. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  District.  Three  County  Council  schools  have  their 
own  swimming  pools.  Routine  samples  from  these  are  taken  by  the  County  Council  and  the 
results  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Council  have  provided  public  conveniences  at  Watling  Street,  Radlett;  Station  Approach, 
Oxhey;  Oxhey  Pavilion;  High  Street,  Abbots  Langley,  and  Oxhey  Drive,  South  Oxhey. 

In  all  these  conveniences  free  hand  washing  facilities  are  available. 

Number  of  dwellings  not  connected  to  a  sewerage  system  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  system 
of  sanitation  being 


Parish 

Cesspool 

Pail  type  closet 

Abbots  Langley 

76 

12 

AJdenham 

71 

5 

Sarratt 

78 

27 

Watford  Rural 

15 

4 

240 

48 

The  sewerage  systems  serving  the  Rural  District  discharge  into  the  trunk  sewers  of  the 
Hertfordshire  Main  Drainage  Authority. 

In  December  work  was  started  in  connection  with  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  main 
to  outlying  areas  in  the  Parish  of  Sarratt 


West 

drainage 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(1)  Domestic  Refuse 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  throughout  most  of  the  District.  Nine  refuse 
collection  schedules  are  operated  daily  so  as  to  ensure  a  regular  weekly  collection  service. 
Modern  refuse  collection  vehicles  of  the  rear  loading  type  are  used  for  this  purpose. 
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(2)  Bulky  Refuse 


A  free  service  is  offered  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  bulky  items  of  refuse  (such  as 
furniture,  mattresses,  etc,).  This  service  is  available,  on  request,  to  every  householder  resident 
in  the  District, 


(3)  Trade  Refuse 

A  trade  refuse  collection  service  is  also  in  operation  and  for  this  service  a  charge  is  made  of 
5p  per  bin  other  than  the  first  bin. 

(4)  Reception  Areas 

Reception  areas  as  required  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  have  been  set  up  at  each  of 
the  Council5?  depots  at  Aldenham,  Oxhey  and  Abbots  Langley, 

(5)  Roadside  Rubbish 

Clearance  of  rubbish  deposited  on  roadside  verges  within  the  District  is  carried  out  as  and 
when  possible,  using  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  their  crews  on  overtime  working, 

(6)  Vehicle  Surrender 

A  free  service  is  provided  for  the  reception  and  disposal  by  the  Council  of  unwanted  motor 
vehicles  surrendered  voluntarily  by  residents  of  the  District  together  with  the  Registration 
Book  for  the  vehicle  which  is  returned  to  the  appropnate  Motor  Taxation  Department  after 
the  vehicle  has  been  destroyed.  During  the  year  43  voluntarily  surrendered  motor  vehicles 
were  dealt  with  in  this  way. 

(7)  Abandoned  Motor  Vehicles 

Motor  vehicles  found  as  abandoned  on  roads  or  land  in  the  open  an  within  ihe  District  are 
dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  and  the  Removal  and 
Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations,  1968,  as  appropriate  ,  Those  classified  as  “wrecks'  are 
removed  and  destroyed.  In  the  case  of  “runners’  a  storage  compound  has  been  set  up  at 
the  Council’s  Aldenham  Depot  for  their  safe  retention  for  the  specified  period  pending 
statutory  enquiries  and  their  ultimate  disposal  by  sale  or  destruction  as  appropriate. 

During  the  year  35  abandoned  vehicles  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  of 
which  34  were  treated  as  “wrecks  ’  and  one  was  classified  as  a  “runner’ 


Refuse  Disposal  The  Council  s  Refuse  Tip  at  Bedmond  continued  in  use  for  the  reception  of  domestic  and 
trade  refuse  ,  and  its  disposal  is  by  a  closely  supervised  system  of  controlled  tipping  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  recommended  standards  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  who  have  imposed  stringent  planning  consent  conditions  with 
regard  to  the  site. 


Cesspool  Emptying  There  are  a  number  of  cesspools  in  outlying  areas  not  served  by  main  drainage  facilities  which 

rqquire  the  maintaining  of  a  regular  emptying  service,  and  these  are  dealt  with  by  direct  labour. 

Pail  Closet  This  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour  in  the  Parishes  of  Abbots  Langley  Aldenham  and  Sairatt, 
Emptying  Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


Food 

Condemned 


Slaughterhouses 

Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations 
1960 

Food  Premises 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  following  their  voluntary  surrender  during  the 
year 


Carcase  meat  and  offal 

•  • 

242  lbs 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

•  0 

16  lbs 

Canned  meat 

O  0 

12  lbs 

Other  foodstuffs 

e  o 

77  lbs 

Frozen  foodstuffs  (due  to  freezer  faults) 

1,946  lbs 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District, 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 
(Wash-hand 
basins) 

No.  of  premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19  applies 
(Sinks) 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 
(Sinks) 

No.  of 
inspections 
made 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

11 

Bakers  shops 

13 

13 

13 

13 

21 

Butchers 

21 

21 

21 

21 

70 

Confectioners 

20 

20 

5 

5 

36 

Factory  canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

11 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

12 

Fish  fryers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

Food  manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

Food  warehouses 

2 

2 

2 

2 

16 

Greengrocers 

17 

16 

17 

17 

41 

Grocery  shops 

44 

44 

38 

38 

149 

Licensed  premises 

36 

36 

36 

36 

63 

Restaurants/cafes 

14 

14 

14 

14 

41 

School  canteens 

29 

29 

. 

29 

. 

29 

61 

TOTALS 

223 

223 

202 

202 

559 

The  following  contraventions  were  remedied 
Personal  Cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Defective/Dirty  ..  ..  5 

Premises 

a.  Dirty  condition  ..  ..  31 

b.  Defective  conditions/Dirty  ..  ..  14 

Washing  facilities 

a.  Insufficient  ..  ..  ..  4 

b„  Defective/Dirty  ..  ..  ..  3 
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Milk  Supply 
Ice-Cream 

Food  Complaints 


Equipment 

a.  Insufficient  ..  „  ..  4 

b.  Defective  and/or  Dirty  ..  ..  ..  7 


In  no  case  where  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  found  was  it  necessary  to  recommend 
the  Council  to  consider  taking  legal  proceedings. 

There  are  three  dairies  and  1 1  distributors  of  milk  registered  in  the  District. 

Number  of  premises  registered 

a.  For  manufacture  ..  ..  ..  2 

b.  For  sale  ..  ..  ..  90 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  the  subject  of  complaints  received  from  members  of  the  public 
during  the  year  concerning  their  condition,  together  with  the  action  taken  in  each  case:— 


Yoghourt 

Rusks 

Bread 

Smarties 

Cream 

Fish 

Canned  Mandarin  Oranges 

Cornflakes 

Milk 

Cooked  Hock 

Yoghourt 

Bread 

Bar  of  Chocolate 
Milk 

Chocolate  Animal  Bar 
Bread 

Canned  Peaches 
Leg  of  Lamb 
Corned  beef 
Canned  Rhubarb 


Contained  insect:  warning  letter  to  Dairy. 

Contained  maggots  and  insect:  Retailers  fined  £25  and 
£12  costs. 

Contained  paper:  Warning  letter  to  Bakery. 

Mouldy:  Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Contained  piece  of  glass:  Manufacturers  Fined  £50  and 
£1 1  costs. 

Contained  parasite:  No  action 

Contained  foreign  matter:  Dealt  with  informally. 

Contained  tablet:  Dealt  with  informally. 

Contained  broken  glass:  Manufacturer  fined  £40  and 
£12  costs. 

Smelt  unpleasant:  Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Fizzy  Taste:  Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Dirty:  Warning  letter  to  Bakery 

Contained  insect:  Taken  up  with  manufacturer  and 
retailer  informally. 

Dirty  milk  bottle:  Referred  to  London  Borough  of 
Enfield:  Dairy  fined  £100  and  £15  costs. 

Contained  insect  larva:  Taken  up  informally  with 
manufacturer  and  retailer 

Contained  brown  substance:  Warning  letter  to  Bakery 

Contained  piece  of  metal:  Taken  up  with  Importers 
through  Government  Department 

Contained  excrement  and  hairs:  Unable  to  prosecute 
owing  to  firm  going  out  of  business. 

Mouldy:  Taken  up  with  Importers  through 
Government  Department 

Internal  lacquer  of  can  defective:  Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 
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Food  Sampling  The  following  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
(Bacteriological)  examination 


Food  Sampling 
(Compositional) 


Rodent  Control 


Gravy  Mix  Power 
Cooked  Danish  Hock 

Pasteurised  Single  Cream 
Fish  paste 
16  Milk  Samples 
8  Samples  of  Ice-Cream 


No  significant  growth 

Heavy  growth  of  aerobic,  non-sporing  mixed  organisms 
(Suggests  contamination  after  cooking) 

Mixed  growth  of  commensal  organisms  only 

No  significant  growth  of  organisms 

All  satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests. 

Provisional  Grade  I  2  samples 

Provisional  Grade  II  3  samples 

Provisional  Grade  III  3  samples 


The  Watford  Rural  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
the  following  details 


Milk  ...  125  Genuine 

Nil  Not  Genuine 

Others  ...  21  Genuine 

Nil  Not  Genuine 


Details: 

Genuine 

Whisky  (2);  Gin;  Raw  chopped  potatoes;  Couscous;  Unsweetened  prune  juice; 
Barmene;  Lantigen  B;  Skinless  beef  sausages;  Fruited  malt  loaf;  Sliced  milk  roll; 
Cream  of  mushroom  soup;  Soft  herring  roes;  Pilchards  in  tomato  sauce;  Fruit 
cocktail;  Pork  luncheon  meat;  Cream  of  Chicken  soup;  Toast  Topper  (chicken  and 
mushroom);  Ground  black  pepper;  Pinch  of  herbs;  Ground  mixed  spice. 

A  purchaser’s  suspicions  that  meat  forming  part  of  a  take-away  meal  was  pork  and  not 
chicken  as  ordered  was  not  shared  by  the  public  analyst. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  is 
recorded  in  the  following  section 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Non  Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in  District 

19,036 

182 

2.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification 

235 

7 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

145 

7 

(ii)  Mice 

75 

- 

3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  (inspected  for  rats 

and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification 

444 

145 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

3 

15 

(ii)  Mice 

10 

- 

There  was  a  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  rat  infestations  requiring  treatment  during 
1972  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  was  not,  however,  the  case  with  mouse  infest¬ 
ations  in  non-agricultural  premises  which  were  35%  up  on  the  level  of  recent  years.  Warfarin 
was  found  to  be  relatively  ineffectual  against  mice,  despite  experimentation  with  alternative 
bait  bases.  AJphachoralose  is  still  used  with  some  success  within  its  rather  limited  scope  in 
relation  to  temperature  range.  Coumatetralyl  and  Chlorophacinone  have  been  used  with 
mixed  success.  Mouse  treatments  are  proving  to  be  a  lengthy  and  time  consuming  business  and 
Zinc  Phosphide  treatment  is  having  to  be  resorted  to  increasingly. 

Insect  and  Other  64  visits  were  made  to  properties  as  a  result  of  complaints  received  concerning  insect  infest- 
Pests  ations  of  various  kinds.  Investigation,  advice  on  precautions  and  treatment  of  the  infestation 
were  given  in  the  following  instances 


Earwigs 

2 

House  Fly 

6 

Ants 

10 

Fruit  Fly 

3 

Cluster  Fly 

1 

Poultry  Mite 

2 

Lesser  House  Fly 

2 

Clover  Mite 

3 

Dog  Flea 

11 

Cockchafer 

1 

Bed  Bugs 

2 

Wood  lice 

3 

Carpet  Beetle 

4 

Leeches 

2 

Complaints  of  wasp  infestation  are  investigated  and  dealt  with  by  the  Council  s  Rodent 
Operative  and  during  the  summer  months  140  wasps  nests  were  destroyed. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year  43  smoke  observations  were  carried  out  on  factory  and  industrial  incinerator 
chimneys  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods)  Regulations  were  being  satisfied.  Whenever  necessary,  advice  was  given  to 
plant  engineers  and  boilerhouse  personnel  with  a  view  to  meeting  the  standards  and  reducing 
smoke  emission  to  the  minimum.  In  all  cases  the  co-operation  of  management  and  staff  was 
readily  forthcoming  and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Attention  is  paid  to  the  control  of  chimney  height  in  respect  of  all  proposed  new  furnace  plant 
exceeding  55,000  B.t.u.  in  output  in  order  to  ensure  adequate  dispersal  of  the  products  of 
combustion.  For  this  purpose,  plans  of  all  new  buildings  incorporating  such  furnace  plant 
are  referred  to  this  Department  for  examination. 
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OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises 
Act  1963 


Registration 


Enforcement 
of  the  Act 


This  Act  came  into  force  during  1964,  and  the  occupiers  of  premises  to  which  it  applies 
are  required  to  register  with  the  appropriate  authority. 

Registration  and  Inspection 


Class  of  work  place 

No.  of  premises 
Reg.at  end  of  year 

No.  of  general 
inspections 

Offices 

65 

24 

Retail  shops 

205 

31 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments 

22 

6 

Fuel  storage  depots 

a 

1 

TOTAL 

297 

63 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds:  288 


Number  of  Employees 


Number  of  persons  employed 

Class  of  work  place 

Male 

Female 

Offices 

398 

318 

Retail  shops 

282 

605 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

6 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public 

67 

56 

Canteens 

- 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

4 

TOTAL 

759 

983 

Duiing  the  year  a  further  6  premises  were  registered  under  Section  49  of  the  Act.  The 
failure  of  occupiers  of  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  to  apply  for 
registration  requires  constant  survey  but  compliance  with  the  Section  has,  however,  been 
readily  forthcoming  following  informal  action,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to 
consider  instituting  proceedings. 

Plans  of  all  new  buildings  submitted  for  Building  Regulation  and  Planning  approval  and 
likely  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are  referred  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  his  observations  in  connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 
This  has  resulted  in  ensuring  both  immediate  registration  where  necessary  and  compliance 
with  the  structural  and  other  requirements  of  the  Act  in  appropriate  cases  at  the  drawing 
board  stage. 

The  public  health  department  is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  within  the 
Watford  Rural  District,  most  of  the  inspectorial  work  being  carried  out  by  three  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  No  special,  additional  staff  are  employed  for  this  purpose. 

No  particular  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  securing  the  co-operation  of  occupiers 
and  others  concerned  in  bringing  premises  up  to  the  required  standard. 
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Accidents  Four  accidents  occurred  at  premises  registered  under  the  Act  during  the  year,  each  of  which 
was  properly  notified  to  the  local  authority.  The  accidents  involved  injuries  to  four  male 
employees  as  follows 

Male  warehouseman  slipped  from  ladder  and  injured  back  on  metal  racking. 

Male  postman  ruptured  calf  muscle  of  left  leg  when  stepping  back. 

Male  warehousemen  fell  from  ladder  catching  left  side  on  racking. 

Male  loader  twisted  his  back  when  getting  out  of  the  cab  of  artic  unit. 

Lighting  In  the  absence  of  specific  lighting  standards  the  recommended  Standards  of  the  Illuminating 
Engineering  Society  have  been  used  as  a  guide  and  the  co-operation  of  employers  has  been 
successfully  sought  on  this  basis. 


FACTORIES 

Factories  Act  1961  1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


.  ~~~~ — . . 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

10 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

65 

61 

10 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

75 

71 

10 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


No. of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No. of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecutions 

toH.M. 

by  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

• 

“ 

“ 

” 

a.  insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

b.  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  home-work 

• 

. 

. 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

93 


Poultry  Inspection 

Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Fillings  Act  1951 

Pet  Animals 
Act  1951 

Animal  Boarding 
Establishments 
Act  1963 

Noise  Abatement  . 
Act  1960 


(a)  Section  133(i)(c) 

No  list  of  outworkers  has  been  received  from  any  occupier  of  a  factory  situated  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year. 

(b)  Sec.  134 

Details  of  13  outworkers  residing  in  the  Rural  District  were  received  during  the  year,  the 
nature  of  the  work  they  were  engaged  upon  being  as  follows 


Wearing  apparel  ...  8 

Christmas  novelties  ...  3 

Art  supplies  ...  1 

Leather  goods  ...  1 

Total  13 


No  instance  of  outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  were  found  or  brought  to  the  department’s 
attention  during  the  year,  nor  was  any  outworker  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  notifiable 
disease. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  operating  within  the  District. 
There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  District  under  the  Act. 


Three  premises  are  licensed  in  the  District  and  each  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January  1964,  requires  all  animal  boarding 
establishments  to  be  licensed.  Ten  establishments  are  registered  and  29  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year. 

The  following  complaints  were  investigated  during  the  year 


Source  of  Noise  No.  of  Instances 


Industrial  pump  motor  ...  1 

Wood  pallet  making  factory  ...  1 

Place  of  entertainment  ...  1 

Loudspeaker  on  petrol  station  forecourt  ...  1 

Helicopters  ...  1 

Car  breaking  activities  ...  1 

Factory  machinery  ...  1 

Loudspeaker  of  mobile  ice  cream  vendor  ...  1 

Jukebox  on  licensed  premises  ...  1 

Domestic  record  player  ...  1 


Sound  level  measurement  equipment  was  used  in  appropriate  cases  and  all  instances  were 
dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis.  In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
statutory  powers  available  under  the  Act. 
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SOUTH  WEST  HERTFORDSHIRE  HEALTH  EXECUTIVE 


Town  Hall, 
Watford. 

September  1973 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

SOUTH  WEST  HERTFORDSHIRE  HEALTH  EXECUTIVE 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  brief  annual  report  on  the  work  cf  the  staff  of  this 
Executive  throughout  the  year.  This  report  will  again  be  included  in  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Borough  of  Watford  and  the  combined  districts  of  Bushey,  Chorleywood, 
Rickmansworth  and  Watford  Rural  District. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  Division  are  included  in  the  body  of  the  report  as  are  details  of  the 
volume  of  work  carried  by  your  officers.  The  following  paragraphs  relate  to  subjects  which, 
with  the  exception  of  alcoholism,  have  been  discussed  at  your  previous  meetings.  All  of  the 
three  subjects  mentioned,  psychogeriatrics,  the  young  chronic  sick  and  alcoholism,  are  also 
the  concern  of  the  Social  Services  Executive. 

Elderly  Mentally  An  examination  of  the  census  returns  shows  that  in  the  division  in  1971  there  were  20,595 

Confused  people  over  the  age  of  65  and  of  these  13,015  were  over  the  age  of  70  and  4,035  over  the 
age  of  80.  In  the  upper  age  groups  women  outnumbered  men  by  more  than  2  to  1 ,  this 
being  the  ultimate  exposition  of  the  greater  viability  of  females  throughout  the  whole 
lifespan. 

As  people  become  older  their  demands  on  the  health  service  increase  so  that  a  small 
proportion  of  the  population  consumes  a  high  percentage  of  the  resources  available  and 
this  is  just,  in  that  people  who  have  borne  the  burdens  of  less  prosperous  ages  should  have 
their  share  of  the  country’s  present  greater  prosperity.  Nowhere  is  this  consumption  of 
resources  better  exemplified  than  in  the  field  of  psychogeriatrics,  that  is  to  say  that  section 
of  the  elderly  population  suffering  from  senile  mental  confusion.  Numerically  this  is  a 
small  problem  but  in  terms  of  demands  on  resources  and  strain  on  families  it  is  a  serious 
situation  of  our  age.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  forgetfulness  which  is  a  common  feature 
of  ageing;  in  a  proportion  of  old  people  this  progresses  to  a  dementia  in  which  familiar 
people  and  objects  are  not  recognised,  often  there  is  depression  or  agitation  and  the  sleep 
pattern  may  be  disturbed  and  result  in  nocturnal  wandering.  If  this  pattern  is  combined 
with  incontinence  of  the  bowel  or  bladder  then  the  burden  on  relatives  in  the  home  becomes 
well  nigh  intolerable.  . 

The  plain  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  local  facilities  are  not  adequate  to  deal  with  the  problem. 
With  proper  facilities  many  such  patients  could  be  maintained  at  home  but  at  present  we 
are  limited  to  the  services  of  the  district  nurse,  health  visitor,  home  help  and  social  worker. 
Nearly  four  years  ago  the  South  West  Herts  Health  and  Welfare  Executive  recommended 
to  the  County  Council  that  a  site  be  sought  for  a  purpose-built  day  centre  for  this  category 
of  patient  so  that  for  part  of  the  day  they  could  attend  there  to  slow  the  rate  of  deterioration 
and  for  the  remaining  part  could  remain  in  the  familiarity  of  their  own  homes.  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  in  1973  a  church  hall  centre  will  be  opened  in  Radlett  for  this  purpose. 
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Young  Chronic  Sick 


Alcoholism 


Some  such  patients,  whose  dementia  has  not  reached  such  an  advanced  stage,  are  taken  into 
County  Council  Welfare  Homes.  Obviously  the  proportion  cannot  be  allowed  to  rise  too 
high  because  of  the  demands  on  staffing  and  because  the  mentally  alert  residents  have  a 
right  to  finish  their  days  in  a  homely  atmosphere  undisturbed  by  the  mental  aberrations 
of  psychogeriatric  patients.  Similarly,  geriatric  wards  have  a  well-defined  role  of  taking 
elderly  patients  in  for  assessment,  treatment  and  then  discharge  and  if  this  role  is  to  be 
fulfilled  then  the  beds  cannot  be  allowed  to  become  blocked  with  psychogeriatric  patients. 

The  last  resort  is  permanent  care  in  a  mental  hospital  and  this  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  obtain. 

A  first  move  towards  containing  the  problem  (for  we  cannot  hope  for  a  cure)  is  an  expansion 
of  County  Council  day  centre  facilities  combined  with  a  more  realistic  admission  policy  to 
mental  hospitals. 

Another  numerically  small  but  clamant  problem  is  that  of  the  young  physically  handicapped 
In  all  communities  there  is  a  proportion  of  young  or  middle-aged  people  with  severe  chronic 
physical  handicap,  whether  it  be  multiple  sclerosis  or  other  illness  or  total  paralysis  following 
an  accident.  With  devoted  care  from  relatives  and  nursing  by  the  domiciliary  nursing  service 
many  of  these  patients  lead  their  lives  at  home.  Their  maintenance,  however,  rests  on  the 
knife  edge  of  their  relative’s  continued  good  health  because  a  stable  situation  can  break  down 
suddenly  and  dramatically  with  the  ill-health  of  spouse  or  other  relative.  When  this  happens 
it  is  only  too  plain  that  local  residential  facilities  for  the  young  chronic  sick  are  non  existent 
The  nearest  unit  for  such  patients  is  at  Barnet  and  the  waiting  list  for  admission  there  is  two 
years.  There  are  a  number  of  voluntary  homes  including  the  Cheshire  foundations  and  the 
Star  and  Garter  Home  at  Richmond,  but  waiting  lists  there  are  even  longer.  This  is  a 
situation  which  needs  to  be  remedied  and  a  health  care  planning  team  will  be  looking  into  the 
problem. 

There  are  varying  estimates  of  the  number  of  alcoholics  in  the  community  but  one  widely 
quoted  figure  is  500,000  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  If  this  is  a  true  figure  and  if  South 
West  Hertfordshire  is  typical  of  this  country  as  a  whole  then  we  could  expect  to  have  in  the 
region  of  1,400—1,600  alcoholics  in  our  community.  Hard  figures  are  difficult  to  obtain  as 
most  alcoholics  do  not  go  to  their  family  doctors  and  their  true  diagnosis  may  only  be  arrived 
at  after  trouble  with  the  police  or  finance  companies,  admission  to  hospital  or  an  appeal  to  a 
body  such  as  the  Samaritans  or  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  It  is  known  that  many  alcoholics  in 
our  community  finish  up  seeking  treatment  at  special  units  far  from  the  area,  some  as  far  as 
Warlingham  Park  Hospital  near  Croydon  or  St  Bernard  s  Hospital  in  Southall.  Local  facilities 
are  not  very  good  in  that  there  is  not  a  special  unit  in  the  area.  It  is  hoped  however  that  a  move 
will  be  made  to  create  special  facilities  at  Napsbury  Hospital  in  the  future. 

This  may  well  be  a  suitable  subject  for  the  creation  of  a  health  care  planning  team 

I  am  grateful  to  members  of  the  Executive  for  their  interest  and  courtesy  during  the  year  and  to 
colleagues  in  public  health,  hospital  and  general  practice  for  their  support  and  co  operation 

I  am,  Madam  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

A  SHAW 

Divisional  Medical  Officer 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1946 


Section  2 1 

HEALTH  CENTRES 

Section  22 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Section  23 

MIDWIFERY 

Section  24 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Section  25 

HOME  NURSING 

Section  26 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Section  28 

PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
(Including  Health  Education) 
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SECTION  21 


HEALTH  CENTRES 


There  are  still  no  purpose-built  health  centres  in  the  division.  A  site  on  the  Watford  Bushey 
borders  was  investigated  this  year  and  as  a  result  of  public  concern  at  the  use  of  Green  Belt 
land  the  project  has  been  shelved  and  another  site  is  being  sought.  A  site  is  still  being 
sought  in  the  central  Watford  area  but  the  high  cost  of  land  here  is  a  severe  deterrent. 
Investigations  are  still  going  on  to  define  a  site  in  Radlett,  and  the  Rickmansworth  health 
centre  site  has  made  only  minor  moves  towards  realisation. 
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SECTION  22 


Vital  Statistics 
Births 

Infant  Mortality 


Perinatal 
Mortality  Rate 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


The  statistics  relating  to  births  and  deaths  are  shown  in  Table  L 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  103  in  the  number  of  births  over  the  last  year  with  a  parallel 
reduction  of  the  crude  birth  rate  from  143  to  13,7.  The  number  of  births  was  2,693.  The 
population  has  increased  by  250  persons;  the  natural  increase  (births  over  deaths)  numbering 
682  persons. 

This  is  defined  as  the  number  of  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  births  below  one  year  of  age.  The 
42  infant  deaths  are  tabulated  below  with  the  conditions  mainly  responsible.  These  are 
over-whelmingly  cardio-respiratory  failure,  problems  associated  with  prematurity,  congenital 
anomalies  and  lastly,  cancer.  The  majority  of  deaths  tend  to  occur  in  the  first  few  days  of 
life,  with  a  considerable  reduction  in  numbers,  in  later  months,  tailing  off  at  10  or  11  months 
of  age.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  16  per  thousand  live  births  compares  favourably  with 
the  national  average  of  17  per  thousand.  However,  the  decline  in  infant  mortality  rate  over 
the  past  decade  is  minimal,  indicating  that  we  have  reached  a  stage  where  medicine  is  doing 
all  that  it  can  to  save  life  but  that  the  causes  of  the  conditions  leading  to  infant  death  are 
not  understood,  so  that  no  preventive  action  can  be  taken. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  -  1972 


Cause  of  death 

Bushey 

U.D.C. 

Chorley- 

wood 

U.D.C. 

Rickmans- 

worth 

U.D.C. 

Watford 

Rural 

D.C. 

Watford 

Borough 

Total 

S.W.Herts 

Division 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Congenital  Abnormalities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

8 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

- 

1 

1 

4 

7 

13 

Other  causes  (mainly  prematurity) 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

Endocrine  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3  i 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

TOTALS 

3 

1 

3 

9 

26 

42 

This  rate  combines  those  infants  born  dead  (Still-births)  and  those  dying  within  the  first  week 
of  life  (defined  as  early  neo-natal  deaths)  and  both  usually  contribute  equally  to  the  combined 
rate,  which  has  remained  almost  unchanged  over  the  past  decade  at  18,  in  spite  of  the  now 
improved  obstetric  care  available.  The  contributing  factors  are  mainly,  low  birth  weight, 
oxygen  lack,  injuries  sustained  during  birth  and  malformations.  The  relationship  between 
smoking  during  pregnancy  and  low  birth  weight  has  been  clearly  established  and  can  be  seen 
as  a  problem  of  health  education,  as  has  its  relationship  to  poor  living  standards.  It  is 
unfortunate  although  unavoidable,  that  the  prolonged  and  vigorous  resuscitation  required  by 
some  babies,  will  also  tend  to  increase  the  percentage  of  those  born  with  mental  handicaps 
which  may  be  only  recognisable  in  the  later  months  of  life. 


8 


Child  Health 
Centres 


Developmental 

Paediatrics 


Playgroup  for 
Handicapped 
Children 


7,215  children  made  a  total  of  44,366  visits  to  child  health  centres  during  the  year  and  the 
distribution  of  age  groups  attending  is  shown  in  Table  II.  Well  over  80%  of  each  age  group 
up  to  the  age  of  3  years  came  to  clinics  during  the  year,  an  indication  of  their  lasting  value 
in  an  age  of  change 

Dr.  Joan  Leigh  reports.  The  Assessment  Clinic  started  as  a  single  weekly  session  in  March 
1972,  but  increased  to  two  sessions  in  September  1972  (and  there  is  a  current  waiting  list 
of  about  two  months). 

Children  are  referred  to  the  clinic  whenever  there  is  concern  over  any  aspect  of  the  child’s 
development  (physical,  mental  or  emotional)  where  the  cause  is  not  immediately  apparent 
Referrals  are  usually  from  the  Paediatrician,  General  Practitioner,  Medical  Officer  in 
Department  or  Health  Visitor.  The  clinic  is  held  at  the  Avenue  Health  Centre  and  only  one 
or  two  children  are  seen  per  session  Every  effort  is  made  to  make  the  atmosphere  as 
relaxed  as  possible,  and  ample  time  is  allowed  so  that  the  child  will  behave  as  normally  as 
possible.  A  detailed  assessment  is  done  in  each  case,  including  vision  and  hearing,  full 
physical  examination  and  any  difficulties  or  assets  that  the  child  may  have.  There  is  a 
monthly  discussion  with  the  Paediatrician,  on  the  best  course  of  action  to  help  each  individual 
child  and  family,  and  there  is  a  close  liaison  with  the  Child  and  Family  Psychiatric  Clinic, 
the  Educational  Psychologists,  Speech  Therapists  and  often,  also,  with  the  relevant 
Playgroup  leader.  The  Health  Visitor  concerned  with  the  child  attends  the  interview  and  a 
detailed  report  is  always  sent  to  the  family  doctor.  Children  are  reviewed  again  as  necessary, 
(because  the  situation  with  young  children  does  not  remain  static)  or  are  referred  to  the 
appropriate  department.  Where  it  seems  advisable,  individual  children  may  be  seen  in 
hospital,  or  at  home,  in  the  first  instance. 

Dr.  Leigh  reports.  This  is  a  playgroup  for  handicapped  children  which  meets  for  two 
morning  sessions  per  week  (the  second  session  having  just  started)  at  the  South  Oxhey  Health 
Centre. 

Its  aim  is  to  help  in  the  pre-school  training  and  social  adjustment  of  children  whose  handicaps 
are  such  that  they  cannot  successfully  be  integrated  into  a  normal  playgroup  This  includes 
the  younger  children  e  g.  from  2  years  old,  who  will  benefit  from  the  extra  stimulation 
provided  and  the  wide  range  of  equipment  and  expertise  of  the  staff.  There  is  a  broad, 
multi-disciplinary  approach,  as  the  regular  staff  comprise  a  trained  teacher,  a  nursery  nurse, 
health  visitor  and  doctor,  as  well  as  voluntary  helpers  There  are  frequent  visits  from  the 
County  Advisory  Teacher  for  the  Handicapped,  and  also  the  Educational  Psychologist. 

The  ratio  of  staff  to  children  is  high,  and  all  aspects  of  the  child’s  needs  are  likely  to  be  covered 

Each  child  is  seen  by  the  doctor  when  he  has  settled  into  the  group  and  his  difficulties  assessed, 
so  that  he  can  be  given  help  in  learning  to  overcome  them  The  opportunity  to  observe  how  a 
child  reacts  in  a  group  situation,  and  to  see  what  progress  he  makes,  is  most  helpful  in  deciding 
what  school  placement  is  going  to  be  most  suitable. 

The  transport  is  run  entirely  by  a  group  of  voluntary  workers,  who  collect  the  children  trom 
a  wide  area  Each  car  has  an  escort  as  well  as  the  driver  so  that  the  children  are  safely  looked 
after. 
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SECTION  23 


MIDWIFERY 

The  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  reports 

Establishment 

There  are  14  District  Nurse  Midwives,  3  of  whom  are  engaged  in  health  visiting  duties. 

The  establishment  pre  1968  was  18  District  Nurse  Midwives,  2  of  whom  were  engaged  in 
health  visiting  duties. 

The  number  of  births  in  South  West  Herts  totalled  2,728;  of  these  35  were  stillborn;  33  in 
hospital  —  2  domiciliary. 

Home  confinements 

Home  confinements  totalled  205  as  compared  with  330  in  1971  which  represents  a  reduction 

of  38.0%. 

Hospital 

confinements 

Hospital  deliveries  by  Domiciliary  Midwives  in  both  Ihe  General  Practitioner  Unit  and  Consultant 
Unit  totalled  484  as  compared  with  31 1  in  1971 ,  representing  an  increase  of  56%.  Of  these 
numbers  308  were  delivered  by  Part  II  Pupil  Midwives  with  hospital  midwives  whilst  on  the 
district. 

Early  discharges 

The  total  number  of  babies  delivered  in  hospital  by  hospital  midwives  was  2,046,  of  these 

1,554  were  early  discharges,  i,e„  73  within  48  hours  and  1,481  after  48  hours,  all  of  whom 
were  visited  by  our  midwives  who  made  a  total  of  8,749  home  visits  compared  with  a  total 
of  8,312  visits  in  1971.  These  figures  illustrate  the  continuing  trend  over  the  past  few  years 
towards  increased  hospital  confinements  and  early  discharge  of  mothers  and  babies.  We  have 
no  doubts  as  to  the  necessity  and  the  inevitable  movement  towards  a  unification  of  midwifery 
services  by  a  single  authority  directly  responsible  for  the  provision  of  all  midwifery  services 
and  the  employment  of  all  midwives. 

Ante-natal  visiting 

The  6,228  ante-natal  visits  made  by  district  midwives  are  comparable  to  1971  figures,  but 
Home  Condition  Reports  for  hospitals  totalled  535  as  compared  to  631  in  1971,  a  decrease 
of  approximately  15%. 

Ante-natal  instruction 
classes 

Ante-natal  instruction  classes  totalled  95  as  compared  to  183  in  1971,  a  decrease  of  48%. 
Shrodells  Hospital  are  having  a  large  proportion  of  patients  booked  for  hospital  confinement 
attend  their  ante-natal  instruction  classes. 

Part  II 
Training  School 

“Tremona”.  The  establishment  1972.  6  full-time  teaching  midwives,  2  part-time  midwives. 
The  number  of  pupils  undertaking  training  remains  constant  with  a  high  proportion  of  pupils 
from  overseas.  The  syllabus,  with  emphasis  on  the  social  aspects  and  welfare  benefits, 
continues  On  1st  January  1972  all  “Tremona”  midwives  were  attached  to  general  practices, 
thus  completing  the  entire  coverage  of  midwifery  attachment  to  all  practices  in  the  South 

West  Herts  Division. 

On  1st  April  1972  Shrodells  Maternity  Unit  commenced  the  12  month  continuity  of  training 
for  pupil  midwives.  The  old  system  Part  I  and  Part  II  training  has  been  discontinued.  Pupils 
will  spend  the  first  16  week  period  in  hospital  dealing  with  normal  midwifery  followed  by  a 
two  week  break.  The  next  12  weeks  will  be  spent  in  the  community  and  the  following  19 
weeks  will  be  spent  in  hospital  dealing  with  the  abnormal  aspects  of  midwifery. 
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SECTION  24 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  reports 

The  work  of  the  health  visitor  today  reflects  as  a  social  service,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
educate  and  help  people  towards  physical  and  mental  health.  The  statistics  shown  in  the 
work  content  of  1972  clearly  defines  that  health  visitors  are  concerned  with  the  health 
of  the  household  as  a  whole,  and  that  they  have  an  important  part  to  play  in  health 
education,  the  early  detection  of  abnormalities  in  children,  problems  of  behaviour,  assistance 
to  families  with  difficulties  and  the  health  needs  of  handicapped  and  elderly  persons  in  the 
community.  They  work  in  close  contact  with  their  individual  group  practices.  Liaison 
with  the  hospital  service,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  paediatrics  and  geriatrics,  is  an 
important  aspect  of  their  work,  and  there  has  been  a  progressive  shift  from  work  with 
children  towards  more  general  family  care. 

Establishment 

32  health  visitors  (1  part-time  and  3  others  involved  with  triple  duties). 

Maternity  and 
Child  Health 

Shortage  of  health  visiting  staff  persisted  throughout  1972.  Nevertheless,  a  total  of  35,286 
home  visits  were  paid  to  13,343  children  under  the  age  of  five,  compared  with  36,750  in  the 
previous  year  to  13,915  children.  A  total  number  of  44,171  visits  were  made  to  Child 
Health  Clinics  by  children  under  the  age  of  5. 

The  Elderly 

A  total  of  6,019  home  visits  were  made  to  persons  aged  65  and  over.  Of  these  numbers 
1,034  were  referred  by  the  general  practitioner  and  184  by  the  hospitals 

Other  home  visits 
of  note 

Persons  aged  17—64  years  —  total  number  of  home  visits  made  2,1 13.  Of  these  379  were 
requested  by  general  practitioners  and  44  at  the  request  of  the  hospital 

Nurseries  and 
Childminders 

The  administrative  responsibility  for  this  service  was  finally  transferred  to  the  Social 

Services  Department  on  1st  September  1972,  more  than  2  years  after  the  passing  of  the 
Social  Services  Act.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  was,  nevertheless,  828, 
a  slight  increase  on  the  1971  figures.  It  will  obviously  always  be  necessary  to  maintain 
surveillance  of  the  health  and  development  of  young  children  in  this  vulnerable  category. 

Ante-natal  home 

visits 

Total  1,544  compared  with  1,380  in  1971  —  approximately  12%  increase. 

Mentally  disordered 

First  visits  —  1 57:  revisits  -  281 :  a  decrease  of  approximately  33%.  Case  conferences 
attended  by  health  visitors  329  compared  with  117  in  1971,  an  increase  of  180%. 

Hospital  liaison 

Paediatrics 

A  nursing  officer  attends  a  weekly  ward  round  with  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  in  the 
children’s  ward  and  the  Special  Care  Unit  for  babies.  The  value  of  this  arrangement  is  to 
inform  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  of  the  home  background  of  the  child  from  the  health 
visitor’s  previous  experience  with  the  family  and  to  ensure  early  follow-up  by  health  visitor 
or  district  nursing  sister  on  discharge  home. 
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Peace  Memorial 
Hospital  (Paediatric 
Out-Patients) 

Ante-natal  Booking 
Clinic 


Geriatrics 


Liaison  with 
Social  Services 
Department 


Health  Visitor 
and  School  Liaison 


Health  Education 


Sessions  are  attended  weekly  by  two  health  visitors,  when  they  can  assist  with  background 
information  and  follow-up  reports  on  children  who  fail  to  keep  their  appointments. 


Shrodells  Hospital  ante-natal  booking  clinics  are  attended  twice  weekly  by  health  visitors. 

They  give  advice  and  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  the  health  visitor  attached  to  their 
general  practitioner  Health  visitors  regularly  participate  in  the  ante-natal  instruction  classes 
held  in  the  hospital, 

A  Nursing  Officer  attends  weekly  meetings  with  the  Geriatrician  and  medical  social  worker 
and  social  worker.  Requests  for  follow-up  reports  and  completed  reports  are  discussed. 

In  addition  the  Nursing  Officer  attends  a  weekly  ward  round  with  the  Geriatrician,  The 
value  of  this  arrangement  is  to  inform  the  Geriatrician  of  home  background  and  to  ensure 
that  the  necessary  services  and  early  follow-up  arrangements  for  patients  are  available  before 
the  patient  is  discharged  home  from  hospital,  thus  allowing  for  continuity  of  patient  care. 
Health  visitors  are  very  much  involved  with  home  visits  and  follow-up  reports  requested  by 
the  Geriatrician 

The  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  has  a  regular  monthly  meeting  with  the  Divisional  Social 
Services  Officer  and  her  Deputy  Health  visitors  referred  a  total  number  of  422  social 
problems  to  social  workers  as  compared  with  394  in  1971 ,  a  marginal  increase  of  7%.  This 
does  not  imply  that  liaison  with  the  Social  Services  Department  remains  static,  or  that  we 
are  complacent  in  believing  that  social  problems  are  not  on  the  increase.  It  is  more  likely 
that  social  problems  are  being  referred  direct  from  various  agencies,  i.e.  general  practitioners, 
hospital  medical  social  workers,  police,  Councillors,  neighbours,  etc.  Another  possible 
factor  is  that  health  visitors  may  feel  compelled  to  continue  supporting  families  who  have 
problems  because  of  the  shortage  of  staff  and  resources  within  the  Social  Services  Department. 

The  health  of  the  school  child  is  a  major  concern  of  the  health  visitor  who  attends  school 
medical  inspections  and  works  closely  with  the  school  medical  officer  and  co-operates  with 
head  teachers.  On  request  she  will  visit  the  home  and  report  on  family  details  and  home 
background. 

16  health  visitor  assistants  work  in  schools,  testing  vision,  assisting  at  medical  examinations, 
hygiene  and  immunisation  sessions  Health  visitor  assistants  are  also  involved  with  Child 
Health  Clinics,  minor  ailment  clinics,  cytology  sessions  and  audiology  clinics. 

Group  health  education  activities  by  health  visitors  continued  as  in  previous  years.  A  total 
of  533  sessions  are  recorded,  41  of  which  took  place  in  schools.  Other  sessions  were  held 
in  mothers’  clubs,  toddlers’  clubs,  ante-natal  clinics,  surgeries  and  local  authority  clinics. 

A  meeting  of  health  visitors  with  the  Divisional  Health  Education  Officer  is  arranged  twice 
annually  to  discuss  and  plan  various  themes  of  health  education  to  be  displayed  during  the 
same  period  throughout  the  South  West  Herts  Division 

Requests  for  housing  reports  for  rehousing  on  medical  grounds 

These  are  becoming  quite  a  significant  addition  to  the  day  to  day  work  of  the  health  visitor. 
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Mothers’  Club 


Toddlers'  Club 


Abbots  Langley 


Mrs  Seckington,  health  visitor,  reports  -  Mothers’  Club  (Evening)  known  as  “The  Evans- 
Whitman”  club  As  usual,  the  club  has  met  each  month,  on  the  second  Thursday  evening, 
except  August  We  have  been  pleased  to  welcome  some  of  the  newer  young  mothers  to 
our  membership.  As  the  ages  range  from  20  -  50  years,  there  has  been  a  happy  exchange 
of  new  ideas  and  tried  experience. 

Talks  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects  have  been  arranged  by  the  Committee,  including  pollution, 
meat,  food  mixers,  Watford  Consumer  Association,  town  planning  and  jewellery,  The  health 
visitors  keep  in  touch  with  the  group,  being  available  for  help  and  advice  on  health  and  welfare 
matters  Support  was  given  by  the  club  to  the  petition  of  the  Married  Women’s  Association 
and  others  for  Family  Allowances  or  child  tax  credits  to  be  paid  direct  to  mothers  The  club 
Chairman  attended  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  with  400,000  signatures,  to  Mrs  Barbara 
Castle  M  P  at  the  House  of  Commons 

Mrs,  Bruce,  health  visitor,  reports  -  Garston  Mothers5  Club  continues  to  thrive  happily  and 
have  had  quite  an  eventful  year  The  year’s  “good  cause”  was  Leavesden  Hospital  and  £35 
was  collected  and  presented  to  one  of  the  officers.  Outstanding  among  many  interesting 
evenings  were  talks  by  a  member  of  the  Samaritans,  the  headmaster  of  Colnbrook  School  on 
his  special  children  and  visits  to  the  Gas  Showrooms,  flower  arrangement  exhibition,  and  behind 
the  scenes  at  Littlewoods  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  members  it  was  felt  necessary  to 
close  the  books  for  a  while,  and  a  sister  club  has  been  opened,  known  as  the  Tuesday  Club  — 
this  has  24  members  at  present,  and  this  year  have  enjoyed  First  Aid  instruction,  slides  of 
Old  Watford  and  Cookery  and  Crimplene  demonstrations  among  many  interesting  topics. 

Mrs.  Crosti,  health  visitor,  reports  from  the  Avenue  Clinic  Mothers'  and  Toddlers’  Club  — 

Clubs  of  this  sort  are  of  vital  importance  and  should  be  given  more  priority.  It  is  the  only 
place  where  groups  of  women  can  talk  about  their  role  of  keeper  of  the  next  generation  with 
someone  other  than  those  with  opinions  The  main  difference  between  a  health  visitor  and 
the  general  public  is  this.  Everyone  has  children  and  everyone  has  an  opinion  about  how 
children  should  be  raised  Health  visitors  should  be  equipped  to  have  factual  information 
as  opposed  to  “opinion” 

Mrs  Seckington  reports  —  Woodhall  Toddlers’  Clubs  —  These  clubs,  held  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  afternoons,  continue  to  be  fully  attended  8—15  mothers  have  attended  with 
their  2  —  5  year  old  toddlers,  on  one  of  the  afternoons  each  week  The  clubs  provide  an 
opportunity  for  mothers  to  meet  each  other  socially  and  introduce  the  children  to  their 
first  experience  of  shared  play  Each  group  of  mothers  organise  their  own  register,  tea¬ 
making  and  child  supervising  rotas  with  a  health  visitor  being  available  for  advice  when  needed 
Suitable  cheap  toys  and  play  materials  are  provided  by  the  mothers 

Mrs.  Butler,  health  visitor,  reports  on  various  activities  at  Abbots  Langley, 

Opportunity  Classes  for  mentally  and  physically  handicapped  children  between  the  ages  of 
2—5  years  old  continued  for  one  morning  a  week  at  the  Youth  Centre  Some  normal  children 
were  accepted  from  2—3  years  old  to  help  stimulate  those  who  were  handicapped  Several 
children  were  brought  from  Leavesden  Hospital  to  join  this  group 

Handicraft  Club  for  adults  commenced  with  the  help  of  Abbots  Langley  Good  Neighbours  one 
morning  a  week  Physically  handicapped  and  those  with  special  needs  came  and  learnt  various 
handicrafts  such  as  basketry  Others  requested  to  learn  to  cook  or  type  and  this  was 
arranged  Any  article  that  was  made  was  eventually  sold  at  a  sale  of  work  and  after  the  cost 
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of  the  material  had  been  deducted,  the  profit  was  given  back  to  the  individual  who  had  made 
that  particular  article.  Children  under  5  years  old  who  accompanied  adults  were  looked 
after  by  the  Good  Neighbours. 

The  Mothers'  Club  at  Abbots  Langley  had  another  successful  year.  A  varied  programme  of 
talks  and  films  was  arranged  by  the  health  visitors.  Day  outings  were  organised  throughout 
the  year,  finishing  with  a  Christmas  dinner  at  a  local  hotel. 

The  Day  Centre  for  the  Elderly  continued  twice  a  week  at  Abbots  Langley  Youth  Centre. 

This  is  most  popular  and  there  is  always  a  long  waiting  list. 

Health  Education  was  continued  in  the  pre-school  playgroup  at  the  Health  Centre.  The 
children’s  ages  ranged  from  3  —  5  years  old  and  they  received  weekly  talks,  films  and 
puppet  shows  by  the  health  visitors  on  the  importance  of  basic  safety  first,  health  and  hygiene. 

Health  Education  and  Mothercraft  were  taught  in  various  forms  in  some  infant,  junior  and 
comprehensive  schools  throughout  the  year.  Health  visitors  also  examined  in  the  schools 
for  the  National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Care  Certificates. 

Training  In-service  training  lectures  arranged  by  the  Training  Officer  at  County  Hall  were  well  attended 
by  health  visitors.  As  with  the  domiciliary  nursing  staff,  all  health  visitors  are  becoming  much 
more  involved  with  providing  community  experience  for  the  increasing  numbers  of  students 
from  all  disciplines. 
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SECTION  25 


Establishment 


Tuberculosis 

Night  nursing 


District  Auxiliaries 


Treatments  in 
Surgery 


HOME  NURSING 

The  home  nurse’s  principal  function  is  to  provide  skilled  nursing  care  under  the  clinical 
direction  of  the  general  practitioner,  not  only  in  the  home  but  also  in  the  surgery.  The 
pattern  of  home  nursing  is  changing  to  meet  the  demands  placed  upon  it.  Care  of  the 
elderly  and  the  chronic  sick  is  a  major  function. 

A  total  of  38  nurses  are  employed,  37  of  whom  work  full  time,  14  combine  midwifery 
with  generalised  nursing  and  3  others  are  engaged  in  health  visiting  duties  and  three  are 
male  nurses. 


Home  visits  made  —  Medical  first  visits 

2,791 

Revisits 

64,797 

(a  5%  increase  on  1971 
figures) 

Surgical  first  visits 

573 

Revisits 

12,740 

(over  12%  increase  on 
1971  figures) 

Of  these  total  visits  the  male  nurses  contributed  to 

— 

Medical  first  visits 

260 

) 

Revisits 

5,998 

) 

Surgical  first  visits 

54 

^  Total  7,619 

Revisits 

1,307 

) 

The  number  of  notified  tuberculosis  patients  needing  treatment  at  home  was  15,  involving 
a  total  of  632  visits. 

We  have  5  State  Enrolled  nurses  who  are  available  to  give  night  nursing  care.  The  need  to 
expand  our  night  nursing  service  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  with  the  trend  for 
more  seriously  ill  patients  requiring  terminal  care  to  be  nursed  in  their  own  homes,  rather 
than  in  hospital. 

A  total  of  5  women  are  giving  valuable  service  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  They  made 
a  total  of  1 ,876  home  visits  to  the  frail  and  elderly,  helping  them  with  their  personal  toilet 
and  dressing  and  also  to  those  who  live  alone  and  have  no  relatives  or  friends  nearby  to 
undertake  this  type  of  care. 

A  total  of  16  nurses  are  involved  in  general  practitioners  surgery  sessions.  They  carried  out 
a  total  of  1 1,985  treatments  —  an  increase  of  approximately  20%  over  the  previous  year. 

Hospital  liaison  is  gradually  developing.  A  total  of  475  hospital  visits  were  made  by  district 
nursing  sisters. 

Liaison  with  the  Social  Services  Department  is  developing  well  with  particular  reference  to 
the  assessment  of  home  aids  required  for  elderly  and  disabled  persons,  which  is  undertaken 
by  both  the  district  nurse  and  the  occupational  therapist  in  joint  consultation 
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Training  Five  nurses  took  the  District  Nurse  Training  Course  and  successfully  passed  the  examination, 
“In-Service  training  lectures”  arranged  by  the  Training  Officer  at  County  Hall  are  well 
attended  and  very  much  appreciated  by  all  members  of  staff. 

There  is  a  notable  increasing  trend  for  all  members  of  staff  to  be  involved  with  students  from 
all  disciplines  requiring  community  experience.  The  new  syllabus  in  the  training  of  S.R.N.s 
requires  each  student  to  undertake  a  10— week  Community  Option  Experience. 
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SECTION  26 


Computer 

Immunisation 

Scheme 


Measles 

Vaccination 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  application  of  the  resources  of  a  computer  to  help  in  the  running  of  the  immunisation 
procedure  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  six  years.  Thus  all  children  after  1965  resident 
in  the  County  have  particulars  relating  to  their  birth  history  and  vaccination  and  immunisation 
recorded  on  the  computer  at  County  Hall. 

The  principal  function  of  the  computer  scheme  is  to  make  successive  appointments  for  vacci¬ 
nation  and  immunisation  procedure  at  either  general  practitioners  surgeries  or  at  child  welfare 
clinics  as  soon  as  the  child  becomes  of  age  for  the  appropriate  protection 

This  method  of  recording  information  centrally  which  had  previously  been  held  at  Divisional 
level  only  and  in  written  form,  has  many  advantages  for  health  department  staff,  family 
doctors  and  parents  as  well. 

The  system  comes  into  operation  as  soon  as  the  baby’s  birth  notification  has  been  received 
from  the  midwife  in  the  case  of  a  home  delivery,  or  obstetric  ward  in  the  case  of  a  hospital 
delivery,  whereupon  the  health  visitor  at  her  first  home  visit  to  the  mother  (12  days  following 
the  birth  of  the  baby)  obtains  a  written  consent  on  a  form  in  which  a  choice  is  made  for  the 
procedure  to  be  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor  at  his  surgery,  or  by  the  health  department 
staff  at  the  child  welfare  centre.  This  information  is  then  fed  into  the  computer,  including 
details  regarding  the  baby’s  birth  weight,  possible  prematurity,  birth  history,  etc.  The  value 
of  the  scheme  can  be  shown  by  the  increased  acceptance  rates  following  its  introduction  — 

90%  or  more  for  triple  immunisations.  Moreover,  family  doctors  find  they  immunise  more 
children  on  their  practice  lists  with  much  less  clerical  work  involved.  Should  the  mother  miss 
two  appointments  (appointment  cards  are  sent  out  by  the  computer  section)  the  health  visitor, 
before  another  appointment  is  arranged,  endeavours  to  discover  the  reason  for  the  failure  to 
attend,  which  might  be  illness,  removal  out  of  the  area,  or  a  change  of  mind  by  the  parent. 

Information  when  required  urgently  for  medical  reasons,  on  a  child’s  immunisation  state,  can 
be  obtained  on  request,  usually  at  short  notice 

The  scheme  is  now,  after  some  earlier  difficulty  and  some  later  procedural  modifications, 
operating  smoothly  and  efficiently  with  the  active  co-operation  of  70%  of  family  doctors. 

Of  the  34  group  practices  in  the  Division,  only  1 1  are  not  taking  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

Measles  notifications  for  the  ten-year  period  are  set  out  below,  the  biennial  measles  epidemic 
years  (marked  *)  1963,  196  5  and  1967,  stand  out  clearly  by  comparison  with  the  intervening 
years  by  being  between  two  and  three  times  as  high 

Measles  vaccination  was  introduced  in  1967—68,  The  expected  measles  epidemic  which 
should  have  occurred  in  1969,  was  effectively  aborted  (see  table)  neither  did  it  occur  in  the 
next  expected  ‘measles’  year,  i.e  1971  f  Moreover,  since  the  introduction  of  measles 
vaccination,  the  measles  figures  continue  to  decline,  albeit  too  slowly,  partly  as  a  result  of  its 
less  than  enthusiastic  acceptance  by  mothers  who  are  largely  ignorant  of  the  severe  complications 
which  can  arise  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  Unless  continued  effort  to  urge  measles  vaccination 
is  maintained,  it  is  possible  that  the  biennial  measles  epidemics  could  reappear,  or  measles 
infection  merely  be  postponed  to  a  decade  later  in  the  child  s  life  and  in  a  possibly  more  severe 
form  The  table  shows  the  notified  cases  of  measles  since  1963. 
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Year 

Number  of 
notifications 

1963 

1,952  * 

1964 

994 

1965 

2,638  * 

1966 

1,020 

1967 

2,706  * 

Introduction  of  measles  vaccination  : 

1968 

325 

1969 

458  t 

1970 

535 

1971 

482  f 

1972 

227 

In  this  context  Dr  Patricia  Martin  reports 

“A  mother  at  a  clinic  asked  for  her  two  children  aged  4  and  6  years  to  have  measles 
immunisation.,  She  said  she  had  been  unwilling  to  have  them  done  until  she  visited  a  former 
resident  of  Chorleywood  in  Scotland.  Mrs.  A,  had  known  her  friend’s  lively,  active 
intelligent  child  at  1 1  months  old  and  now  was  distressed  and  horrified  to  see  a  3  year  old 
vegetable.  The  child  had  had  measles  with  encephalitis  18  months  before.  The  mother 
made  Mrs.  A.  promise  to  have  her  child  immunised  on  her  return  immediately.” 

Immunisation  The  table  below  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  children  born  in  1971  :  — 
state 


Children  born  in  the  year  1971  and 
vaccinated  by  31.12.72 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

England 

79 

81 

80 

Hertfordshire 

82 

85 

85 
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SECTION  28 


PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


Chiropody  16,601  treatments  were  given  throughout  the  year  The  number  of  treatments  at  local 
authority  clinics  increased  by  over  800  due  to  chiropodists  operating  in  Bushey  and  at 
Maple  Cross,  Rickmansworth.  The  number  of  home  treatments  increased  slightly  over 
the  last  year 

Chiropody  is  an  underestimated  but  very  valuable  service  A  survey  in  another  part  of  the 
country  revealed  that  432  of  all  people  over  the  age  of  75  found  it  difficult  to  cut  their  own 
toenails  and  this  personal  task  was  most  frequently  mentioned  as  being  difficult  At  this 
age  it  is  but  a  short  step  from  difficulty  in  cutting  toe  nails  to  immobility  because  of  the 
consequent  painful  feet.  Elderly  people  should  be  encouraged  to  seek  advice  early 

Chiropody  in  An  extension  of  the  chiropody  service  for  schoolchildren  has  been  operating  for  more  than 
Schoolchildren  a  year.  It  was  originally  started  to  provide  the  skilled  advice  of  a  chiropodist  for  those 

cases  of  verrucae  which  had  proved  resistant  to  the  usual  treatments  but  extension  to  other 
conditions  was  found  desirable,  as  the  following  report  from  Mr  .  W  T  H.  Price  shows  ;  — 

‘"During  the  year  393  treatments  were  given  to  schoolchildren  referred  to  the  clinic 
from  their  doctor,  school  health  visitor,  or  from  the  Verrucae  Clinic  The  majority  of  the 
85  children  seen  were  verrucae  sufferers. 

Five  children  were  referred  back  to  their  doctors  for  inspection  after  the  six  normal  treat¬ 
ments  had  been  carried  out.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the  doctor  explaining  that  the  child  had 
received  six  or  more  treatments  and  asking  him  to  inspect  the  site  and  suggesting  that  an 
alternative  treatment  to  that  carried  out  at  the  Avenue  Clinic  was  advisable  The  method 
of  treatment  and  frequency  was  described  in  the  letter 

The  most  persistent  verrucae  were  the  mosaic  type  and  they  required  a  minimum  of  15 
treatments  after  being  referred  from  the  Verrucae  Clinic.  The  ordinary  large  single  stubborn 
lesion  usually  cleared  rapidly  after  a  change  of  treatment  High  frequency  was  used  on  four 
cases  with  no  notable  result,  the  treatment  without  the  necessary  local  anaesthetic  being  far 
too  painful. 

Five  children  were  treated  for  corns  on  their  fifth  toes  and  sundry  callouses,  also  several 
children  were  examined  at  the  request  of  clinic  doctors  re  their  shoes.  Advice  and  literature 
was  given  to  the  mothers  re  shoes  and  stockings 

Fourteen  children  have  been  treated  for  ingrowing  nails.  All  were  caused  by  the  natural 
involution  of  the  nail  and  the  consequent  lack  of  care  when  cutting  the  nails.  Most  cleared 
up  rapidly.  One  was  referred  to  the  doctor  for  further  treatment  because  of  severe  hyper- 
granulation.  Two  are  still  receiving  treatment.  In  these  cases,  treatment  is  prolonged  and 
the  nail  is  gradually  trained  to  grow  out  of  the  sulcus  One  has  re-appeared  alter  a  complete 
cure,  the  re-appearance  due  to  cutting  the  nail  down  the  side  Whenever  a  child  is  brought 
for  nail  treatment  he/she  is  kept  under  constant  supervision  until  the  nail  is  clear  and 
during  this  time  it  is  explained  to  the  child  how  important  nail  cutting  is  Usually  this 
condition  does  not  recur  because  once  the  child  is  taught  how  to  cut  the  nail,  nails  simply 
do  not  in-grow 
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Cervical  Cytology 


Recuperative 

Holidays 

Health 

Education 


Two  lectures  were  given  during  the  year  to  health  visitors  and  district  nurses  and  one  to 
auxiliary  nurses.  Care  hygiene  of  the  feet  generally  was  discussed  Nails  and  their  problems 
were  discussed  at  length,  with  some  explanation  and  demonstration  on  how  to  use  the 
clippers  provided  by  the  County  Council  Health  Department.  Vemicae  and  their  diagnosis 
was  one  of  the  points  on  which  health  visitors  and  nurses  were  most  anxious  to  receive 
enlightenment 

The  overall  picture  is  that  I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  treatment  of  the  verruca  at  the 
Divisional  Climes  and  the  co-operation  between  clinics,  and  feel  that  the  scheme  is  a  success ’ 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  number  of  cervical  smears  taken  from  1,864  to  1,446,  despite  the 
facilities  remaining  the  same.  This  could  indicate  a  falling-off  of  interest  or  the  fact  that 
more  smears  are  being  taken  in  other  places  such  as  family  planning  clinics  and  doctors’ 
surgeries 

Recuperative  holidays  are  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Social  Services  Department  and 
their  administration  should  have  been  taken  over  in  September. 

Mr.  P  L.  Pretty  reports  — 

Ethics  and  Effectiveness  in  Health  Education  Liaising  with  the  Divisional  Nursing  Officer, 
the  Health  Education  Officer  was  involved  in  the  training  of  pupil  midwives  and  nurses,  and 
the  main  methods  of  health  education  were  discussed.  Whether  didactic,  inductive  or  methods 
of  suggestion  are  used,  the  need  for  an  effective  and  ethical  approach  was  stressed 

Co-ordinators  in  Schools,  In  co  operation  with  the  Deputy  Divisional  Education  Officer 
a  meeting  was  held  for  senior  representatives  from  secondary  schools,  to  discuss  the  need  for 
co  ordination  of  health  education  activities.  Without  an  overall  co-ordinator,  it  was  decided, 
a  number  of  things  could  go  wrong  These  were  :  — 

(a)  One  aspect  could  be  covered  too  many  times 

(b)  Without  a  sound  basis  of  knowledge  formed  in  early  years,  later  discussion  was  not 
useful  For  example,  the  Gloucestershire  Scheme  of  Personal  Relationships  recommends 
that  the  basic  facts  of  reproduction  should  be  covered  before  the  end  of  the  first 
secondary  year  Without  this  basis,  later  discussions  about  sexual  morality  was  ill- 
founded 

(c)  As  in  all  aspects  of  the  curriculum  there  was  a  need  for  balance  between  the  years. 

Some  aspects  were  best  covered  in  early  years,  some  in  later,  but  without  co-ordination 
this  principle  was  not  necessarily  observed 

(d)  A  survey  of  further  education  students  had  shown  there  were  large  gaps  in  their  health 
education 

Safety  Several  projects  were  organised  with  regard  to  health  education  about  safety 

(a)  The  Watford  Home  Safety  Committee  ran  a  home  safety  competition  for  teams  from 
social  clubs  The  competition  was  on  a  knock  out  basis  and  great  excitement  was 
engendered  in  the  final  rounds  When  the  Garston  Ladies  reached  the  final  every 
book  on  safety  was  out  on  loan  from  the  North  Watford  Library  The  newsworthiness 
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of  the  competition  proved  an  excellent  way  of  gaining  publicity  in  the  local  press 
for  home  safety  education. 

(b)  A  schools  fibre  project  was  promoted.  Teams  of  pupils  studied  the  properties  of 
fibres,  with  particular  regard  to  flammability,  and  the  best  teams  submitted  their 
projects  to  a  judging  panel  at  the  Teachers’  Centre. 

(c)  An  adult  education  course  was  launched  concerning  the  role  of  grandparents.  The 
thinking  behind  the  course  was  that  few  accidents  are  entirely  physical  in  nature  — 
in  most  accidents  there  are  two  factors,  the  psychological  and  the  physical. 
Psychological  factors  such  as  depression,  frustration,  boredom  and  anxiety  predispose 
the  accident  victim  to  falling  foul  of  the  physical  object  which  is  commonly  thought 
of  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  accident. 

One  cause  of  psychological  unease  in  elderly  people  is  the  lack  of  a  clearly  defined 
role.  Previously  they  may  have  had  a  role  in  employment,  or  a  maternal  role  at 
home.  A  good  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  provision  of  leisure  activities 
for  the  old,  but  little  attention  has  been  given  to  helping  old  people  find  a  purpose 
in  life. 

The  County  Health  Education  Section  decided  to  investigate  various  ways  of  tackling 
this  problem,  and  in  the  South-West  Division  it  was  decided  to  consider  the  role  of 
grandparent  as  one  role  which  could  be  seen  as  valuable  and  purposeful.  Added  to 
the  psychological  aspect  of  the  role  was  the  specific  content  of  one  session  which  dealt 
with  home  safety  with  particular  regard  to  young  and  old,  and  with  life-saving  first 
aid. 

(d)  One  member  of  the  South  West  Herts  Education  Group,  Miss  I.  C.  Badcock,  organised 
a  course  for  teachers  on  first  aid,  resulting  in  a  First  Aid  Certificate.  This  was 
followed  by  a  shorter  course  dealing  solely  with  life-saving  first  aid. 

Industry.  An  industrial  project  concerned  with  heart  disease  was  organised  at  Odhams 
Printers.  This  was  not  so  successful  as  previous  projects  owing  to  the  absence  of  nursing 
staff  through  illness.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  success  in  industrial  projects  depends  on 
the  availability  and  enthusiasm  of  staff  within  the  factory  The  Health  Education  Officer 
can  only  be  a  catalyst  to  the  total  required  effort 

Smoking,  An  answerphone  message  about  smoking  by  David  Hemery  was  launched.  The 
purpose  of  the  message  was  to  provide  a  stimulus  to  health  education  projects  in  schools. 
Projects  involving  pollution  and  mathematical  concepts  were  circulated  to  all  schools  with 
details  of  Hemery’s  message. 

Attitude  to  Mental  Disorder.  The  Northamptonshire  Mental  Health  Project  (1963)  and 
South  West  Herts  Project  (1968),  showed  that  it  is  not  fruitful  to  attempt  to  influence  the 
attitude  of  the  whole  community  to  mental  disorder,  over  short  term  projects.  It  should 
prove  more  effective  to  concentrate  on  particular  groups.  One  group  of  workers  which 
comes  increasingly  into  contact  with  mental  disorder  is  the  home  help  organisation,  and 
in-service  training  was  arranged  for  health  education  about  mental  disorder  It  is  planned 
to  evaluate  this  in  1973. 
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Obesity  Clinics 


Two  obesity  clinics  staffed  by  health  visitors  operate  in  the  Division  as  a  health  education 
group  activity  with  the  object  of  educating  on  more  sensible  ways  of  correct  eating  in  the 
hope  of  dealing  not  only  with  the  problems  of  obesity  in  adults,  but  also  the  problem  of 
obesity  in  children  and  babies. 

Each  clinic  is  programmed  for  a  course  of  ten  weekly  sessions.  Most  of  the  clients  attending 
are  referred  by  general  practitioners.  The  health  visitors  receive  help  and  advice  from  the 
medical  officer  in  department,  the  County  Dietician,  a  psychiatrist  and  a  physiotherapist. 

A  variety  of  health  education  films  are  shown. 

Many  clients  succeededin  reducing  their  weight  and  it  is  perhaps  fair  to  say  that  the  most 
valuable  contribution  to  success  comes  from  group  discussions  and  the  support  which  members 
of  the  groups  give  to  each  other. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  CONSTITUENT  AUTHORITIES  IN  SOUTH  WEST  HERTFORDSHIRE 
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SECTION  23:  MIDWIFERY  -  HOME  VISITS  AND  SESSIONS 
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TABLE  V  -  Cont’d 
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SECTION  25,  HOME  NURSING  -  VISITS  AND  SESSIONS 
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TABLE  VI  -  Cont’d 
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TABLE  VII 


SECTION  28,  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  &  AFTER-CARE  -  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 


First  attendances 

•  0 

.. 

908 

Results  of  tests: 

Negative 

557 

For  re-test 

346 

Further  investigation  recommended 

«  0 

O  0 

5 

Subsequent  attendances: 

293 

Results  of  tests. 

Negative 

259 

For  re-test 

34 

Further  investigation  recommended 

0  0 

oo 

0 

Re-test  —  3  year: 

Attendances 

204 

Results  of  tests: 

Negative 

129 

For  re-test 

73 

Further  investigation  recommended 

oo 

oo 

2 

Re-test  —  4,  5  and  6  years 

Attendances 

41 

Results  of  tests: 

Negative 

22 

For  re-test 

19 

Further  investigation  recommended 

•• 

•• 

0 

TABLE  VIII 

CHIROPODY 

Number  of  treatments  given  at  — 

Clinics 

oo 

4,794 

(1971  -  3,962) 

Surgeries 

00 

6,461 

(1971  -6,761) 

Home 

oo 

5,346 

(1971  -  5,087) 

Total  number  of  treatments  given 

oo 

16,601 

(1971  -  15,810) 

TABLE  IX 
NURSING  HOMES 


Number 

of 

Homes 

Number  of  beds  provided 

Maternity 

T 

Other  I  Total 

Homes  registered  during  the  year 

- 

_ 

[ 

Homes  whose  registrations  were 

| 

j 

withdrawn  during  the  year 

l 

- 

7  :  7 

i 

Homes  on  register  at  end  of  year 

2 

31  j  31 

! 
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